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The End of a Beginning 
As we return from our summer holidays and go back to our regular routine, we hope eve-
ryone had a good summer.  Some people spent part of their summer planning strategies 
for their next projects.  I am wondering if this is the case with the members of the CWL 
executive committee.  
 

The end of this administration is coming to a close in the next four months, and I believe 
it has crossed the minds of many members about who will take over the mantle of leader-
ship.  
 

We have all witnessed a growth in numbers, the extra zeal, sacrifices and devoted effort 
by the members of the League in the past years. We thank God and all of you for that, 
and hope that this trend will continue to flourish and manifest.  You have achieved a lot in 
these years, and there are still projects scheduled to be completed.   
 

One beautiful thing about the Catholic Women League is that it is ongoing from one ad-
ministration to the other.  This is why I was having a hard time thinking of a title for this 
write up.   Is it “The End of a Beginning” or “The Beginning of an End?” I chose the for-
mer, since I was writing specifically with the present executive in mind as they complete 
their elected term. Let us look forward to a beautiful end to this administration.  
 

Welcome back.  God is and will always be on our side.  

Spiritual Advisor Fr. David Okenyi 

President’s Message Lucia Vacca      (416) 283-3536 
The Catholic Women’s League work is never finished.  We are a community of women of 
faith, service and action.  We need to accept our role as women in the Church as God 
entrusted women to be his disciples, to be peacemakers, nurturers, fight for dignity, give 
the gift of hope and live out our faith.  
 

Are you READY to say, Yes?  In the next two months we have the opportunity to nomi-
nate and elect members who will become the next executive team for St. Joseph’s CWL 
Council 2009-2010.  If you are nominated, trust the Holy Spirit to guide you, accept with 
an open heart the challenge and opportunity to use your God given gifts and talents.  I 
did, and what a surprise! God is with us all the way. Believe me. Don’t be afraid. Be in-
formed, committed and passionate with the work of the League.  We need to grow as it is 
vital for our Council of 55 years to honour the work of the women before us and continue 
to serve God and Canada.   
 

Please read this entire newsletter as there are many upcoming activities and events be-
ing planned. Your involvement is essential to their success.  Without your contribution of 
time and talents we would not be able to continue our work as women of service and ac-
tion. Get involved and be amazed at the friendships you will find. 
 

I have been blessed to have had the possibility and opportunity to attend 3 CWL conven-
tions this summer.  I have been re-charged, re-focused and re-energized by all the vari-
ous speakers and activities.  My reports are within this newsletter.   I would like to thank 
all of your continuous support, love and friendship and may you have many blessings. 
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61th Annual CWL Ontario Provincial Convention  
This event was hosted by the Pembroke Diocese Councils, at the St. John Chrysostom Parish in Arnprior.  The 
Theme was “Love One Another…Called to be Living Stones”. St. Joseph’s CWL was represented by Lucia 
Vacca and Delma Alfonso with a total of 403 members in attendance.   This was a great convention, it was very 
spiritually uplifting, active, encouraging, informative, fun filled with wonderful music and entertainment.  We had 
fun participating in Prom Night.   
  
The keynote speakers were:  
Reflection on Living Stones – Sr. Jocelyn Monette – visit the ancient biblical text  
Presentation:  Buy-a-net - Debra Lefebvre – Malaria Prevention Group – Buying a net for $6.00 saves 4 lives 
for 5 years.  The immediate need is in Uganda.  Go to www.buyanet.ca – donate! 
  
Catholic Missions in Canada – President - Rev. Philip Kennedy  
Presentation:  Called to be Living Stones – Bishop Peter J. Hundt 
Presentation/Movie: Celebrate What’s Right with the World  
 
We were encouraged to write letters and petitions to revoke the Order of Canada award given to Henry  
Morgentaler.  We learned to see the possibilities, potential that change brings and act with confidence to com-
mit and to serve.  “Our joy is in the act of giving, you just have to do it”. 
 
Next year’s convention will be held in Midland from July 5-8 2009.  The Annual Ontario Provincial Council Re-
port 2007 is available if you wish learn more about what the league is all about.  If you are interested in attend-
ing the convention or reading the annual report, call me. 
 
WUCWO – North American Conference – Winnipeg -Manitoba – August 8th to August 9th 
The theme “Women as peacemakers” was held in conjunction with the National Convention.  The workshop 
and keynote address was presented by Archbishop Richard Smith “Love and Peace:  gifts to share”.   Women 
in the Church, as peacemakers, healers, nurturers.  We are the beloved daughters of God.  Over 300 in atten-
dance, each delegate attending was asked to bring a picture of a sister with information on the back about the 
country they represent and to give voice to the concerns of this country.  I represented “Ellen Johnson Sirleaf” 
President of Liberia (we have been praying for this country). We had a very moving service as we presented our 
sisters in prayer.  We had many prayers and attended very powerful liturgies at St. John Chrysostom at Blessed 
Virgin Catholic Church and at St. Mary’s Cathedral. 
 
WUCWO president Karen Hurley, emphasized the voices of women in the Church to promote dignity of every 
human life and promotes a culture of peace in the world through Jesus Christ. Empowered us to be the Catholic 
women in our society and Church ready to evangelize and take the mission to work for human development and 
peace.  Speaker, Nazanin Afshim-Jam, Miss World Canada 2003 and social activist, spoke on justice and 
peace in our world and her advocacy program for the prevention of child executions.   She gave a very emo-
tional, visual and gripping presentation of the injustices that are happening to children in Iran.  Go to 
www.StopChildExecutions.com  sign the petition and read about this horrible death that is taking place each 
day to children. 
 
88th National Convention – Winnipeg – Manitoba – August 10th – 13th 
This Convention was held at the Delta, Winnipeg.  Another Great Convention! A total of 750 attended this con-
vention.  St. Joseph’s was represented by Lucia Vacca.   There were many keynote speakers:  Dr. Moira 
McQueen, executive director of the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute - end of life issues, Alex Schadenberg, 
executive director of the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition – euthanasia and assisted suicide issues and Sena-
tor, Sharon Carstairs, former Manitoba Liberal leader – importance of having good palliative care.  All very im-
portant issues which we need to deal with at some point in our lives. 
 
Resolutions were presented and passed.  Reports were presented from each of the National Executives and 
Provincial Presidents. Elections for a new Executive were held please go to www.cwl.ca under “Recent Up-
dates” to view the reports, resolutions and the newly elected National Executives.  The new National theme for 
2009-2010 is “Women of Peace and Hope”. 
 
Information about the convention can also be found in the CWL Information area in the Narthex as well as the 
article in the Catholic Register week of August 31, 2008.  The next National Convention 2009 will be held in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland on August 9-12.  

http://www.buyanet.ca/�
http://www.stopchildexecutions.com/�
http://www.cwl.ca/�


President-Elect, Organization & Membership    Winifred Martin    (416) 282-8352 

Annual Apple Pie Making – We make the Best!  
Each year we gather the dedicated group of ladies to continue the tradition of making Apple Pies.  We wel-
come and encourage new members to join in and learn in order to continue with the reputation of the Best 
CWL St. Joseph Apple Pie making.  Our Bazaar is a hit with these pies.  We have been told many times that 
“They are the Best”. 

Also, we are looking for members who have room in their freezers to store these pies until the Bazaar. If you 
are already an expert or you would like to help in any way or if you simply have never made a pie and would 
like to learn, we need to hear from you.     

Mark your calendars the dates have been set:  Thursday, October 16th and October 23rd from 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  For those of you who are working, here is your opportunity for a session of apple pie making on  
Saturday, November 1st from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.   
Conveners: Eral Zong (416) 283-0559, Costanza De Luca (416) 284-5350 and Lucia Vacca (416) 283-3536. 
 
St. Joseph’s 55th CWL Anniversary Cancelled for November  9th. 
It is now deferred to December.  This celebration has been cancelled at this time due to scheduling of new 
events for the Parish Community which have taken precedence beyond our control.  
 
Annual Bazaar; Saturday November 15th  
Without many volunteers, no church or mission agency could do its ministry effectively.   Remember, your ser-
vice for Christ is essential. Even if no one shows appreciation for your hard work, you can be sure that one day 
the Lord will reward you (Colossians 3:23-24). So, with your contributions and time, this event will be a suc-
cess.  If you are interested in taking part in this event by helping at any of the various tables etc… or convening 
at the Bake Table, Tea Room, Craft Table, Silent Auction, Setup etc… give us a call. Setup for the Bazaar will 
be on Friday November 14th.  
 
We need your home baked goodies for the Bake table and any of your handiwork for the craft table.  Proceeds 
from this event will be distributed to various charities. As always, your participation and contributions are appre-
ciated. With our efforts, others will benefit. Contact Lucia Vacca or Winifred Martin for additional information.  
 
2009 Membership Renewal 
Our November/December Newsletter will include a Membership 2009 Renewal Form for your  
completion.  For those receiving our Newsletter by email, please ensure that you print the form for submission 
with your fee payment.  Membership payments are due to the CWL National Office before January 1, 2009. 
Completed forms together with payments may be dropped off in the CWL Box or you may submit it to an  
executive team member as soon as you can. 

Treasurer  Raffaela Civello   
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Highland Creek Heritage Day, June 14th, 2008 
This year Heritage Day was a huge success.  A big thank you goes out to all our parishioners, the Knights of 
Columbus and friends of our Parish who helped and contributed to make this day the success that it was.   
A special thank you for all the CWL ladies who marched in the parade, (the theme Educators came across very 
well to the crowd) to the ladies who participated in the different areas of our heritage day such as the plant sale, 
yard sale, tea room, vendors, the silent auction, the raffle table and the bake sale.  (It should be noted that the 
bake table was a little sparse this year and a more concerted effort has to be made by all our members to bake 
at least one item each next year.  It is this table that attracts the outside crowd to come in).   Our strawberry 
shortcake was a hit again, and we sold out before the close of the day’s activities.   Everyone’s tireless efforts 
contributed to the CWL netting $3,937 for all our charities.  Thank you again. 
 
Financial Activity 
Although our council has been on ‘Summer Break’, the President and Treasurer have not been idle.  The re-
mainder of the donation cheques have been prepared, signed and sent off to the various charities as approved 
on the 2008 Budget. 



Resolutions & Legislations Marguerite Civello (416) 286-6162  

Hope everyone has had a pleasant summer and has had some sort of break from their usual routine.  However, 
our Ontario Council and our National Council has continued to forge ahead on resolutions and presenting them 
at each of their respective conventions.  I would like to bring everyone up-to-date on what has transpired over 
the last few months. 
 
A total of 7 Resolutions were submitted to the Provincial level, however, 4 were presented at this convention and 
only 2 passed.  These would be forwarded to the National Council for consideration.  These are: 
 ON.08.01  Support for Unborn Victims of Crime Act 
 ON.08.02  Creating a National Strategy to end Child Poverty 
  
In August of this year at the 88th National Convention the following resolutions were adopted by the National 
council. 
 2008.01 Preventing Human Trafficking at 2010 Olympics. 
 2008.02 Restrictions on the Sale of Products Containing Triclosan 
 2008.03 Toxic Substances in Household Products 
 2008.04 Accurate Food Labeling 
 2008.05 Transportation Tax Credit for Rural Post-Secondary Students 
 2008.06 Revision of the Youth Criminal Justice Act. 
  
If you would like more information on each of the above resolutions and what action you can take, please visit 
www.cwl.ca and search under resolutions.  As well, detailed information on these resolutions and recommenda-
tions will be detailed in the next issue of the Canadian League Magazine. 
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World Teacher’s Day 
September is here and school starts for all school aged children and for all the adults who teach them.  We wish 
them a wonderful year and as World Teacher’s Day approaches on October 5th, we take this opportunity to 
thank all teachers and show our support for their hard work and building those little minds. 
 
Environment Day 
On September 20th, Councilor Ron Moeser and the city of Toronto will be hosting Environment Day 2008. from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  It will be held at Colonel Danforth Park. 

Education & Health  Costanza De Luca (416) 284-5350  

Spiritual Development  Jean Fernandes (416) 281-4182  

24th Annual Rosary Sunday – September 21st, 2008 Martyrs’ Shrine, Midland.  
The outdoor Mass will be at 12:30 p.m. at the Polish Altar. 2:00 p.m. procession of the Blessed Sacrament fol-
lowed by the Living Rosary and Benediction at the Papal Altar, the Homilist is Father Tadeusz (Ted) Nowak, 
OMI (Dean of Studies, St. Augustine’s Seminary, Toronto). Bring your rosary, chair, lunch / drink, umbrella.  If 
interested, please call Lucia Vacca. 
 
15th Annual Interfaith Celebration; Friday October 10, 2008 – 7:30pm. 
It has become a tradition every year in October for the Catholic Women's’ League at St. Joseph’s Parish,  
Highland Creek, to invite the neighbouring Churches of various denominations to participate and share prayers, 
poems, songs of our faith etc. It is a wonderful way to get to know our community at the reception that follows. 
We ask for your help and donations for the Reception.  
 
Most importantly bring a friend and spread the word to those outside the parish. 
Call Jean Fernandes (416) 281-4182 or Barbara Sullivan (416) 283-4116 

http://www.cwl.ca�


International Pro-Life Conference – October 2 to October 4, 2008 
Creating a Culture of Life Around the World 
This conference is being held at the Marriott Toronto Airport Hotel (901 Dixon Rd. Toronto). There will be many 
Pro-Life speakers from around the world.  If you are interested in attending call Campaign Life Coalition (416)
204-9749 or email: clc@lifesite.net 
 
Life Chain – Sunday October 5th from 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Annually thousands of Canadians from St. John’s to Vancouver line the sidewalks of their communities.  Every 
year, over 30,000 people participate across Canada.  

We stand together to peacefully protest the crime of abortion.  We can change lives by reminding people of the 
injustices done both to the child in the womb and the expectant mother.  Plan to participate with your family by 
coming out and joining our St. Joseph community, Knights of Columbus, and CWL members and show our soli-
darity for the pro-life campaign. We will meet at the corner of Kingston Rd. & Lawrence Ave. East.  

Christian Family Life  Mary Tuccitto          (416) 283-8828 

Communications  Clare Gotera (416) 855-7243 
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White Ribbon Campaign Against Pornography (W.R.A.P.) 
It is time, once again to show our support and defend our children, families, faith and freedom.   
 
At all the weekend Masses on October 25th and 26th, we will be asking all in the parish to sign the white ribbon.  
We will also need assistance from our members to be at all the exists.  Your signatures have a voice.  
 
This year, C.A.S.E. will focus their ribbon campaign  on Internet Service Providers (ISPs) as there is a  continued 
proliferation of pornography and specifically its very alarming growth on the internet.  
 
If you would like more information about C.A.S.E. and their efforts, please visit their website at www.4case.ca 
 
Request: 
Please read the articles posted in the National League Magazine.  If you are not interested in receiving the 
League Magazine, let us know and we can stop this publication to come to you.  Also, if you are finished reading 
it, please do not discard it simply drop it off in the CWL Box in the Narthex.   Other ladies are interested in reading 
what the League is all about.  

Community Life  Anne Marie Callender (416) 284-7940  

Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace (CCODP)  
CCODP delivered 190,000 postcards to the federal government on May 13, 2008, calling on it to appoint an om-
budsperson to verify social responsibility by Canadian mining, oil and gas companies in overseas operations. To 
learn more and sign the action card for the establishment of independent ombudsperson, please visit the web-
site www.devp.org 
 
 
The Hunger Site 
The Hunger Site was founded to focus the power of the Internet on a specific humanitarian need: the eradica-
tion of world hunger. Since its launch in June 1999, the site has established itself as a leader in online activ-
ism, helping to feed the world's hungry. On average, over 220,000 individuals from around the world visit the 
site each day to click the yellow "Click Here to Give - it's FREE" button. To date, more than 300 million visitors 
have given more than 500 million cups of staple food. 
 
So, please visit the site www.thehungersite.com and click give free food to help eradicate world hunger. 

mailto:clc@lifesite.net�
http://www.4case.ca/�
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St. Joseph’s CWL Nominations at the November 2008 General Meeting 
 
Have you prayed over the summer about accepting a nomination if one comes your way? The Elections & Nomination 
Committee hopes that you have – comprised of Annabelle Rode, Eral Zong and chaired by Gloria Gross.  
 
What you might want to know in making an informed choice in nominating someone for election: 

We need both a President and President Elect, Winnifred Martin has decided not to take on the role of President  
You won’t see some names on the List of Eligible Members 

Gloria Gross – ineligible as Chair of Nominations 
Lucia Vacca  – automatically assumes Past President role 
Others who may not be in a position to direct the council 

We have many former executive members who can act as mentors to help ease any fears of new leaders. 
 

What roles are we electing and what do they do here? 
President – lead the executive team and the council by coordinating and organizing programs to promote the ob-

jects of the League and sit on the Toronto Archdiocesan Scarborough Regional Council which is our link to 
the national organization.  

 
President–Elect and Organization Chair – Learn about leading the council, in charge of: 1) development and train-

ing for the council, 2) annual reports on the accomplishments of the council, 3) managing and maintaining 
membership information 

 
Secretary – take minutes at both the Executive and General Meetings, keep a separate Motion file, maintain atten-

dance records, file the official copy of minutes/attendance/motions in the archives 
 
Treasurer – 1) create the budget for the council, 2) track all incoming and outgoing funds and 3) report on pro-

gress against the budget.  Works directly with the President.  Some Spreadsheet/financial skills would be an 
asset.  

 
Chair positions are appointed by the incoming President after the election amongst those elected as Chairpersons. 

 
Chair, Spiritual Development – 1) Preparing a prayer/reflection for each meeting, 2) organizing our reflections 

(Advent/Lent) /retreats (usually in conjunction with the Scarborough Region), 3) representing us for the World 
Day of Prayer, help organize the Interfaith celebration. 

 
Chair, Christian Family Life – present to the council information of interest on marriage/family, sanctity of life, ar-

range for spiritual bouquets for Ordinandi in support of vocations. 
 
Chair, Community Life – present to the council information of interest on dignity and rights of persons, social & 

economic justice both in Canada and abroad 
 
Chair, Education and Health – work with schools on the public speaking contest, bring information to the council 

on wellness, environment, genetics (e.g. stem cell research) 
 
Chair, Communications – prepare and issue our newsletter, organize the WRAP campaign against pornography/

sexual exploitation at the end of October, report on media items of interest in the promotion of the objects of 
the league 

 
Chair, Resolutions & Legislation – present to the council information pertaining to upcoming resolutions, legislation 

pertaining to old resolutions, organize letter writing campaigns as appropriate, create resolutions on topic of 
interest to the council that may go for approval to the Archdiocese – working with other chairs on the topic 

 
What you need to do now:  
1.     Think of the talented women you know who can lead us by playing a roll on the executive team. 
2.     Review the names of members eligible for office (attached to this newsletter) 
3.     Record their names on a nomination form (attached to this newsletter) or available in the CWL box in the Narthex 
Drop your nomination form in the CWL Nomination Box in the Narthex by October 14th 
 
 Note: Any nomination forms received after that date will be destroyed by the Nominations and Election Com-
mittee. 

Past President & Historian  Gloria Gross (416) 284-9495  



Dates to Remember 
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September 
Sunday 14   CWL Mass and Welcome Sunday 
Sunday 21   Rosary Sunday – Midland Martyr Shrine 
 
October 
Sunday 5   Life Chain – (Kingston Rd. & Lawrence 2-3 pm)  Be there! 
Friday 10   Interfaith Celebration – 7:30pm & Reception in the Hall 
Thursdays 16 & 23 Apple Pie Making  1-4pm 
Weekend 25 & 26  Ribbon of Signatures CASE – need CWL representation at each mass 
 
November 
Saturday 1  Apple Pie Making 10am—2pm 
Monday 10  General Meeting — Rosary 7:10pm, Meeting 7:30pm; ELECTIONS 
Friday 14  Set up for Bazaar; 2:30 — 9:30 pm 
Saturday 15  Bazaar 8am-4pm; for helpers  (9:30 am— 3 pm; sales) 
 
December  
Monday 8  Social - Advent & 55th Anniversary Celebration - Mass 7:00 pm - dinner to follow  
Sunday 14  CWL Mass; No Reception 

Congratulations!! A Baby GIRL! 
We would like to extend our Congratulations to our CWL sister - Mommy Paola Protain and Daddy Duane  
Protain for the birth of their Daughter Paige Jazmine born on August 17th weighing in at 5.9 lbs.  Paige joins 
big sister Dakari.  Congratulations are also extended to the Grandparents Lucia & Carlo Vacca 
 
Congratulations! A Baby BOY! 
We would like to extend our congratulations to our CWL sister—Mommy Clare Gotera and Daddy Jason 
Gotera for the birth of their son, Anthony Michael born on August 21st, weighing 6 lbs. 4 oz.  Anthony joins big 
brother Dominic Peter. 
 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary:  Best Wishes to all our Members celebrating these special occasions 
during the months of September and October.  God Bless! 
 
For the Deceased 
It is with great sadness to announce the passing of our CWL Sister - Cynthia Pinto on Tuesday, July 1st 
2008.  Cynthia was a member of the League for 7 years.  She held the position of Treasurer on the St. Joseph 
CWL Executive team 2001-2002.  She always had a big smile and enjoyed helping us to make and sell 
our apple pies for our annual Bazaar.  A Mass has been scheduled on Sunday, September 14th at 7:00 p.m.  
Eternal Rest, grant unto her and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. 
 
Continue to Pray for Good Health 
To our CWL Sisters who are not well, be assured that you are in our prayers and may Our Lady of Good  
Counsel keep you in her care.  Please say a special prayer for our CWL members and their families who are not 
well.  If you know of anyone who is ill, please call Lucia Vacca.  
 

In Other News... 
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