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Spiritual Advisor  Fr. David Okenyi 
 

THE LOVING PROVIDENCE OF GOD 
A lot has been in the news and media about the global economy, and the world is concerned - 
putting up a concerted effort to save the situation. The recession has already taken some toll. In 
United States we heard the news of few people committing suicide and taking the lives of others, 
even members of family, with them. These people have lost all hope about their financial situation, 
and to them the best thing to do is to die. Not so, very pathetic indeed.  
 

Many people have lost their job. Many more are still losing their job. Many are apprehensive about 
what is going to happen. Many are afraid now about the future and their finances. People are 
worried particularly about their professional future and about their future family life. People are 
living in fear. We know fear is very unhealthy. It paralyzes. We cannot continue to live in fear. 
 

I was reflecting on the passage in the Bible - “The Sermon on the Mount”- which runs through 
chapters: five to seven of Matthew’s Gospel. One verse caught my attention on what Jesus was 
saying: “This is why I tell you not to be worried about the food and drink you need... After all, isn’t 
life worth more than food? And isn’t the body worth more than clothes? Look at the birds flying 
around: they do not sow seeds, gather a harvest and put it in barns; yet your Father in heaven takes 
care of them! Aren’t you worth much more than birds?” (Mat. 6: 25 - 26)  
 

We need these divine words now more than ever because, according to George Mueller, “The 
beginning of anxiety is the end of faith, and the beginning of true faith is the end of anxiety.” If we 
don’t trust God who else do we trust? Many Financial Investment Groups have failed people. God 
never fails.  
 

The reflection on The Four Candles we had on April 27 is very much relevant here. The second 
candle (Faith) and the fourth (Hope) are cases in point. The second candle said: “I am Faith. I am 
no longer indispensable. It doesn’t make sense that I stay lit another moment.” It went off. It died. 
It committed suicide. That was a defeatist attitude.  
 

The fourth candle - the only one kept burning - said: “Don’t be afraid, I am Hope. While I am still 
burning we can re-light the other candles.”  That’s the positive attitude we are called to have. Let 
us take the candle of hope and light the other candles. May the flame of hope never go out of your 
life.  
 

Perhaps we should borrow and say this prayer of Michel Quoist: “Help me to go forward, without 
wanting to know what I’m going to find at every bend on the road, not with my head in the clouds 
but with my feet on the ground and hand in yours.” Amen. 



President’s Message  Mary Tuccitto 
 
In this first quarter of 2009 I have been humbled by the warm love and reception which you have 
shown me. As a new president I was consumed with what I thought was an enormous task ahead, 
but my hesitation and fears quickly melted away. I now realize the strength there is in numbers and 
in the great Power that leads us forward. I am privileged to be able to work with such a dedicated 
executive team and a growing group of talented women.  
 
Our theme “Women of Peace and Hope” is quite fitting for the present world in which we live. 
Poverty, War, Injustice, Displaced Peoples, Economic Crisis, Disease and the list goes on. The 
CWL are truly called to be Women of Peace and Hope and you can make a difference by getting 
involved and participating in the upcoming events as well as signing petitions, being involved in 
letter writing to your MPs and taking a stand. Every voice and every action is significant and I quote 
– “If you think that you are too small to be effective you have never been in bed with a mosquito!” 
Remember, God doesn’t call the qualified he qualifies the called and He is calling you. 
 
March and April have been very rewarding as we covered many important topics and events.  We 
participated in World Day of Prayer at St. Martin de Porres, submitted a student for the Mary 
Matthews Public Speaking Contest and presented awards as well as a trophy to Cardinal Leger 
School. Our Community Project was very well attended as we presented an information night on 
Refugee Sponsorship & Settlement. We submitted one of our young ladies from the St. Joseph’s 
youth group for the Jean McCann Service Award, participated in Lenten Events and celebrated Our 
Lady of Good Counsel Mass and CWL Day of Peace and Hope where we welcomed 18 new 
members. We also read and voted on the resolutions which will be submitted at the Toronto 
Convention in May. 
 
The long anticipated summer will soon be here but our work continues as we prepare for our CWL 
Luncheon, the Social Pot Luck Dinner and the highlight of the summer – Heritage Day. Heritage 
Day is a big event and we need your help. There are many areas where you can be of service. 
Remember this is one of our big fund raisers where we generate the funds to support our charities, 
our Church and our Community and I look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Have a wonderful summer and God Bless 
 
 
Organization & Membership   Eileen D’Souza  January & February 2009 
 

New CWL Member ID Cards from National 
New membership cards have been created and issued by National for each member. A new 
membership system is being implemented and each member will have a unique ID number for 
identification.  We will be distributing these cards during the months of May/June.   
 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Mass / New Members Celebration &  
CWL Day of Peace and Hope – Monday April 27th  
This year we welcomed 18 new members & returning members to St. Joseph CWL. This Mass was 
celebrated by our Pastor, Fr. David Okenyi. To celebrate our CWL Day of Peace & Hope a 
presentation of “Four Candles” was enacted by candle light with a special prayer said by all in 
attendance.  A big Thank you to those of you who took the to time assist in the setup and clean up 
and are always ready to help.  Thank you to those of you who contributed to the goodies and for 
your support in attending this annual Mass for our Patroness “Our Lady of Good Counsel”. 
 



 
Congratulations to our New Members: (BR) Pat Wilson, Svitlana Hare, Haysi Cabrera Vale, Mena Tuccitto, Anne Marie Belcastro 
(FR) Fr. Michael Jurkowski, Gabriel Van Veen, Gina Martin, Ingrid Stalteri, Fr. David Okenyi, Mary Campanelli, Yolande 
Fernandes, Mary Tuccitto.  Absent:  Lois Jordan, Andrea Bryan, Charmaine D’Sousa,  Sandra Ramdial, Maureen Noble, Auriel 
Cordiero, Margaret Gschwind & Irene Dillabough 
 

CWL St. Joseph Social Lunch – Sunday, May 24th 12:30 p.m. 
Come out and enjoy a great buffet experience with your St Joseph CWL sisters. This year our social 
will take place at the Great Wall Buffet (Chinese Food) located at 1099 Kingston Rd. Pickering at 
Dixie.  Tickets are limited to CWL members only so don't delay, call ASAP for your ticket. Call 
Marianne Civello 905-686-2319 
 

Social  Potluck Dinner - June 8th @ 7:00 p.m.  
This is your opportunity to come together with your CWL sisters, enjoy each other’s company, get to 
know one another and enjoy great food before taking a break for the summer.  Bring in your favorite 
dish to share in the potluck. It’s always a very plentiful array of foods, so join us and enjoy great 
company!  Open to members and friends. We are asking for monetary donations for Rosalie Hall.   
If you can help with the setup and cleanup for this event, please call Lucia Vacca (416-283-3536) or 
Eileen D’Souza (416-283-3959) 
 

62th Annual CWL 2009 Provincial Convention – July 4-8th in Midland 
The theme is “Women of Peace and Hope:  Rooted in Faith” Registration is before June 12th, 
2009.  This event will be held at the Best Western Highland Inn in Midland.  You will meet many 
ladies from across Ontario who are using their gifts and talents for the service of God and Canada.  
For more information on this convention, schedule of events, activities and registration forms go to 
the website www.cwl.on.ca or call Lucia Vacca 416-283-3536.   
 

89th Annual National Convention –St. John’s - Newfoundland August 9-12th

This year the convention will be held at the Sheraton Hotel, St. John’s, Newfoundland & Labrador. There are many activities and 
many opportunities to create new friends from across Canada.  This is a great Convention. We encourage you to attend. This is 
your opportunity to see St. John’s, Newfoundland. This is an experience you will not forget.  Registration is before July 3rd, 2009.  
Please read the article on pages 10-12 in “The Canadian League” CWL magazine Volume 85/No. 1/ Winter 2009 Issue or go to the 

website at www.cwl.ca or call Lucia Vacca 416-283-3536   
 
 
 

http://www.cwl.on.ca/
http://www.cwl.ca/


Spiritual Development  Anne Marie Callender    
 

Spiritual Evening - Thursday, May 14th 7:30 p.m. The Catholic Women’s League, the 
Knights of Columbus, the Prayer Group, and the Legion of Mary are hosting a St. Joseph’s Spiritual 
Evening on Thursday May 14th, 2009 in the Church. The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 
7:30p.m. This event will consist of Readings from the Gospels, Spiritual Reflections, and songs. It 
should conclude around 9:00p.m. with Benediction and closing prayers. All parishioners are 
welcome to attend.”  Show your support by attending this event. 

Videos from Eucharistic Congress held in Quebec City: Thursday May 28th   
The CWL is invited to join members of the Prayer Group Thursday May 28th, to view the last of the 
videos on the various talks and testimonies that were part of the program at the Eucharistic 
Congress held in Quebec City during June 2008. The session will begin with the Rosary at 
7:30p.m., followed by a few songs and then the Video. All members are encouraged to attend and 
be inspired by these messages.  
 

Year of St. John Vianney June 2009 to June 2010  
Pope Benedict XVI has declared June 2009 through June 2010 a YEAR OF THE PRIESTHOOD 
and has dedicated the entire year to SAINT JOHN VIANNEY.   This year, he explained, marks "the 
150th anniversary of the death of the saintly Curé of Ars, Jean Marie Vianney, a true example of a 
pastor at the service of Christ's flock." During this year, the Pope will also proclaim Saint John 
Vianney, who is currently known as the patron saint of parish priests and confessors, the "patron of 
all priests of the world."  
 

Join the Catholic Community at Dundas  Square - “St. Paul in the Square”  
All are welcome!  On Sunday, May 17th, 2009 for “St. Paul in the Square”, a celebration of music 
and prayer in downtown Toronto. Featuring renowned contemporary Christian artist, Matt Maher, 
Lectio Divina with Archbishop Collins and other great Catholic performers.  
Sunday, May 17, 2009 - 3:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  
Visit www.archtoronto.org for more details on this very special gathering 
 
 
 
Resolutions & Legislations  Patsy Jordan  
 
Bill 33 - The Children's Law Reform Amendment Act 2008 has passed second reading and has been 
referred to the Standing Committee on Social Policy.  The intent of the bill is to allow grandparents 
a legal right, to access and development of a personal relationship with their grandchildren, when 
the children's parents have gone through separation or divorce.    
Support letters can be sent to MPP Kim Craitor, 6th Floor, Mowat Block 
 
Bill 47 – The Right to Housing Act has been introduced into the House and has passed first reading.  
This Act ensures the right of all Canadians to an adequate standing of living, which includes 
adequate food, clothing and housing.  It also includes housing subsidies for those unable to obtain 
affordable adequate housing. Support letters can be sent to Cheri DiNovo, Main Legislative 
Building, Queen’s Park 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.archtoronto.org/


Education & Health  Danielle Giggie   
 
“Knowledge is our best defence against the ravages of indifference”  a quote from Governor 
General Michaelle Jean. 
 
If you can read and write, you can learn to do, and be, anything.  That is the idea behind CODE.  
This is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Canadian Organization for the Development through 
Education (CODE).  The profits support education programs in the developing world.  This 
UNESCO* award winning program supports partners in Africa and Latin America or the 
Caribbean. These books are published in more than 17 languages.  Over the past twenty years, 
clients in 66 countries worldwide have trusted CODE Inc. to deliver mission-critical supplies in 
support of their programs.   
 
Code has come a long way, 1959 – Dr Roby Kidd and his colleagues establish Books for 
Developing Countries (BDC) and set out to ship donated books to Africa. From this humble 
beginnings in 1959 as a book sending organization, to multiple award-winning leaser in literacy 
programming that they are today. 
 
We are interested in this project and are looking into potentially getting involved in CODE or 
maybe helping to support it’s cause. 
 

* United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization ...  
  
Community Life   Erika Cabrera Vale   
 
Our Community Life Project (an information evening focusing on Refugees - Sponsorship and 
Settlement) was a great success.  Speakers, Toronto Archdiocese Office for Refugees, Loretto Sister 
Maria Lanthier, and Spiritan Father Alex Osei shared enlightening information about Private 
Sponsorships including the need, the options available and the successes of sponsoring Refugee 
families from war torn countries.  A display of our Project will be on display at the Regional 
Conference in May.  
   
Human Trafficking in Canada 
The R.C.M.P. estimates that 800 foreign women are bought into the Canadian sex trade each year 
by human traffickers. Another 2,200 newcomers to Canada are smuggled into the United States 
from Canada for work in brothels, sweatshops, domestic jobs and construction work. It is widely 
believed that only 1 in 10 victims in trafficking report to the police, so the numbers are likely much 
larger.  Over the past few years it has become the fastest growing and most lucrative criminal 
enterprises.  
 
Who is being trafficked? 
90% of people sexually trafficked are women and girls. Members of society who are most at risk of 
sexual trafficking are women, the poor, youth, widows/abandoned wives, orphans/abandoned 
children, and those with histories of (sexual) abuse.  
   
It's important to understand that prostitution and sexual trafficking are different. Trafficking 
requires an element of force, coercion, deception and exploitation (whereas this is not always the 
case for prostitution). People are also trafficked sexually for many different aspects of commercial 
sexual exploitation; not just prostitution.  
  
The USA has a minimum of 10 years sentence for the trafficking of a minor, India 7 years and 
Thailand 5 years. In stark comparison there is no minimum sentence for the trafficking of a minor in 
Canada at the present time. Member of Parliament, Joy Smith, has presented her private members 

http://www.unesco.org/education/index.shtml


Bill C-268 - which increases the minimum jail term to 5 years for people forcing those under the 
age of 18 into the sex trade industry. Bill C-268 has passed Second Reading and has now gone for 
review to the Justice Committee. Bill C-268 has received support from numerous organizations 
across Canada, including law enforcement, victims’ services, First Nations, religious and secular 
non-governmental organizations including the Catholic Women's League.  
   
Joy Smith's office has also produced an educational package on the challenge of curtailing the 
Illegal Trafficking of Women and Children especially in preparation for the anticipated activity 
during the 2010 Olympics to be held in B.C.   We have a copy should you care to review it.  
 
Finally, if you are in any way interested in working with Community Life issues, I would be very 
happy to hear from you.  It would be wonderful to work with those who have a special interest in 
Charity and especially in Justice - locally and internationally.  
   

Christian Family Life 
 

Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide  
Once again an attempt to legalize euthanasia and assisted suicide in Canada is being forwarded by 
Member of Parliament Francine Lalonde to a private member bill during the next parliamentary 
session.  We are urging our members to sign our petition at our meetings and to write letters and 
call our MP representative to voice our opposition to this bill. 
 
For more information go to the following websites:  Euthanasia Prevention Coalition at 
www.epcc.ca;  The Deveber Institute for Bioethics and Social Research at www.deveber.org; and 
the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute at www.ccbi-utoronto.ca.  The second International 
Symposium on Euthanasia & Assisted Suicide will take place in Virginia on May 29 -30 .  The 
League will have representation from National. 

th th

 
Communications   Denise Van Veen  
 

Communication Process: Use of Cell phones, electronic devices. 
We should encourage our families and friends to avoid using cell phones or electronic devices while 
driving or even walking on sidewalks etc. Use of these devices diverts our attention from what is 
around us.  This diversion can cause great harm to someone else or yourself.  You may be involved 
in an accident causing great harm or even death.  Recently a pedestrian was killed as she stepped off 
the side walk while text messaging.  If you need to answer your cell phone when driving, pull over 
and find a safe place to stop before answering.  You should ask your families or friends not to call 
you or text message unless it is of the utmost importance. 
 

Wiretapping and ISP’S 
The federal government is preparing legislation that could force the internet Service Providers to let 
police eavesdrop on e-mails and chat rooms. Under this proposal police would need court approval 
to listen in. This legislation is needed because current laws were “designed for the use of the rotary 
phone” This change would make it easier to intercept internet communications without running into 
technical difficulties.  
 

St. Joseph CWL Book Club – Update 
We introduced the CWL Book Club in September of 2007 and we are happy to report that it is still 
going strong with 10 members.  The books that have been chosen by the group have all varied. We 
are having a wonderful time discussing and reviewing the books we have read over a social setting.    
Here is a sample of books we have read during this time: 

http://www.epcc.ca/
http://www.deveber.org/
http://www.ccbi-utoronto.ca/


Red Tent, Home, Eat Pray Love, Fine Balance, Tuesday’s With Morrie, Kite Runner, The Shack, 
Sylvanus Now, Snow Flower and the Secret Fan, Kits Law etc…If you love to read and would like 
to join us, call Jennifer Aitken 416-287-7986. 
 

Looking for a book to read, Our sister in the league Winnie Martin suggests the following: 
Three Cups of Tea - a New York Times bestselling book by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver 
Relin published by Penguin in 2006.  The book describes Mortenson's transition from a mountain-
climber to a humanitarian committed to reducing poverty and educating girls in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. It is a very inspiring biography and shows just how an individual can make a 
difference in this world by taking small steps bring about change in a peaceful way. 
 
Past President & Historian   Lucia Vacca    
 

Highland Creek Heritage Day – Saturday June 20th, 2009 The official Website for this 
annual event is: www.fleurcom.on.ca/Heritage, this website has all the information of scheduled 
events, road closures, parade route etc… 
 
This annual event is our one of two fundraisers for our charities. We need your support with the 
various activities to make this a successful day. Please contact any one of the following ladies if you 
can contribute, join their committee or participate in some way.   
 
Setup for this event is on Friday, June 19th from 2:00p.m. to 9:00p.m. We also need your help on 
Saturday, June 20th from 8:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. We need you to participate even for a few hours, so 
that everyone can enjoy the festivities of the day. 

   

 Parade:    Costanza De Luca  416-284-5350 
Theme of the day is: “Celebrating the Seasons”.  CWL has been assigned the season of “WINTER”.   
If you are interested in joining in this event and like the exercise and proudly represent CWL and St. 
Joe’s, then this is one of the activities you can be a part in.  We will be in costume so give us a call 
with ideas. 
 

Bake Table:  Lina Civello  416-283-0165         
We need your contribution of baked goodies for this table. So start baking your favorite dessert!  
We would like to see this table overflowing with goodies.  Drop off is on Friday, June 19th. 
 

Plant Sale:  Eral Zong  416-283-0559  
Our plants are the best!  If you love plants and have a green thumb you can join us at this table.  We 
will accept potted plants a few days before or the night before the event on Friday, June 19th 
6:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. Drop off is at the back of the Hall (next to the garage/patio)  
 

Tea Room:    Marguerite Civello  416-286-6162  
Enjoy our selection of foods, sandwiches, drinks, coffee etc… and our famous strawberry 
shortcakes will be on sale.  All at a very reasonable price.   
 

Yard Sale:   Eileen D’Souza  416-283-3959 
Your gently used items are someone else’s treasures. We will not accept soiled or broken items.   
Treasures will be accepted on Friday, June 19th between 6:00p.m. - 9:00p.m.  
 

Raffle:     Paola Protain  416-283-3536 
We need new or good condition items for table.   
 

Silent Auction:    Lucia Vacca  416-283-3536 
Quality items for this table will be accepted on Friday June 19th. Thank you! 
 

Vendors:  Barbara Sullivan  416-283-4116 (ALL SOLD OUT) 
We have 10 vendors participating in this event in the hall.   
JOIN IN THE CELEBRATION it’s a great way to meet your Sisters in the League. 

http://www.fleurcom.on.ca/Heritage


In Other News: Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary: Best Wishes to all our Members 
celebrating these special occasions during the months of May & June - God Bless 
 
Special congratulations go to our Sister in The League - Mary Dalgarno as she was awarded the 
Scarborough Region Volunteer of the Year award by Community Living at their 29th Annual 
Volunteer Dinner. Mary has been volunteering with them for over 26 years. She also runs "Mary's 
Kitchen" here at St. Joe's, which is a cooking school for aspiring special needs chefs. 
 
For the Deceased  
It is with sadness to announce the passing of our CWL Sister – Anne Quigg on Saturday, March 
14th 2009.   Anne was a member of the League for 38 years and was very active in her time.  A 
special thank you to all the ladies who attended and contributed to the Funeral Mass & Reception.   
A Mass has been scheduled on Wednesday, June 17th at 9:00a.m.    
Eternal Rest, grant unto her and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. 
 
Continue to Pray for Good Health for our CWL Sisters and their families.  May Our Lady of Good 
Counsel keep you in her loving care.  If you know of any of our Sisters in the League who is ill,  
please call Eileen D’Souza 
 
Items for Purchase:  
CWL Blue Scarves $23.00  CWL Name Tags   $3.50     Madonna Pins $10.00 
CWL Insignia Pin    $4.00   Windshield Decal   $2.00 
Call Lucia Vacca if you are interested in purchasing any of these items.  
COFFEE MUGS --Members are encouraged to bring their own mugs to the meetings. 
 
Dates to Remember  

May 11 (Monday) General Meeting – Rosary 7:10 Meeting 7:30  
May  12 & 13 (Tues/Wed) 88th Toronto Archdiocesan Convention – Doubletree International Plaza Hotel, 

Toronto Airport 
May 14 (Thursday) March for Life – Parliament Hill - Ottawa 
May 14 (Thursday) Spiritual Evening at St. Joseph’s Church 7:30p.m. 
May 24 (Sunday) CWL LUNCH – Great Wall Buffet 12:30p.m. 
May 28 (Thursday) Prayer Group – Eucharistic Congress videos & discussions 7:30p.m. 
  
June 8 (Monday) Social – Pot Luck Dinner – Hall – 7:00p.m.  
June 14 (Sunday) CWL Mass /Welcome Sunday 
June 19 (Friday) Setup Hall for Heritage Day  2:00 – 9:30p.m. 
June 20 (Saturday) Heritage Day –Parade, Plant Sale, Tea Room etc… 8:00a.m. – 4:00p.m. 
  
July 5-8 62th Provincial Convention – Midland, Ontario 
August 10-13 89th National Convention –  St. Johns, Newfoundland 
  
September 13 (Sunday) CWL Mass /Welcome Sunday 
September 14 (Monday) General Meeting – Rosary 7:10 Meeting 7:30 Welcome Back! 
September 20 (Sunday) Rosary Sunday – Midland Martyr Shrine  
  
October 4 (Sunday) Life Chain – (Kingston Rd. & Lawrence 2-3pm)  
October 15 (Thursday) Apple Pie Making  1:00-4:00 St. Joseph Hall 
October 16 (Friday)  Interfaith Celebration – 7:30 & Reception in the Hall 
October 22 (Thursday) Apple Pie Making 1:00-4:00 St. Joseph Hall 
October 24 & 25 Masses White Ribbon Campaign – need CWL representation at each Mass 

 


