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Spiritual Advisor  Fr. David Okenyi 
 
On behalf of Fr. David, please accept his most gracious and heartfelt Thank You for the show of support 
and well wishes as he convalesced from surgery. The many cards and prayers along with the Spiritual 
Bouquet were very much appreciated and surely enhanced his recovery.  Fr. David also wishes to express 
his support and thanks to the St. Joseph CWL for all their efforts and hard work. 
 
President’s Message  Mary Tuccitto 
 
My Sisters in The League, the new season has begun and it is time to celebrate and be empowered by our 
National theme, “Women of Peace and Hope”. Be inspired as our tree of life blooms with the tangible 
results of your good work and that of your Sisters in The League, at our Parish, our Region and at the 
Provincial and National level.  
 
I return to you from the long anticipated summer both refreshed and energized, excited to share and 
inspire you in the knowledge that – YOUR VOICE COUNTS. You are not alone in this journey. You are 
supported by over 98,000 CWL sisters Nation wide. There IS strength in numbers. Remember, the person 
who stands for nothing, falls for everything. Will that be you? I think not.   
 
As a CWL member you have, already made a difference in the world. The challenge is…do you have it in 
you to share the power with others? Invite other women in your life who are not members to join the 
CWL. As Women of faith we have a unique opportunity to impact the lives of others. We are a cog in the 
wheel which moves the cart in the world sharing our gifts of “Women of Peace and Hope”. Be the change 
you want to be in the world and recognize the divine in everyone you see.  
 
I attended the 62nd annual Provincial Convention in Midland this summer and I encourage you to attend 
future CWL Conventions. The theme was “Women of Peace and Hope…..Rooted in Faith” and with this 
in mind we were reminded that we are to be the eyes, heart, ears and hope of our Lord and to “live like 
Jesus with skin on”.  
 
The Convention was lots of hard work but very rewarding. A new Provincial executive was elected and 
six of the seven resolutions presented were passed. Being part of the democratic process and knowing that 
you can make a difference in the lives of our fellow Canadians was an awe inspiring experience. Our 
National President – Danielle McNeill-Hessian was also in attendance and in her greetings to us she 
reminded us of the words of Mother Teresa saying, “I am only one, but still I am one. I can’t do 
everything but still I am one”. Those words hit home for me when I had an opportunity to second a 
motion during the resolutions. It was nothing really, but “I” was part of the process which will ultimately, 
God willing, make a difference in the life of someone if/when this resolution someday becomes law. 
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It was a wonderful experience to be surrounded by other faith filled people in a beautiful setting where 
you could just feel something spiritual in the air or as Bishop Peter J. Hunt called it, “A very thin place” 
meaning a place where Heaven and Earth almost meet.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events and to working with you “For God and Canada”. 
Please read and enjoy your newsletter and take note of the “Dates to Remember”. 
Love and God Bless,  
Mary Tuccitto 

88th Toronto Archdiocesan Convention CWL –St. Joseph 
Members in attendance: L - Ingrid Hart, Mary Tuccitto, Pat 
Wilson, Denise Van Veen, Patsy Jordan, Lucia Vacca, 
Margaret Wilton, Anne Rode and Gloria Anok 
 

88th Toronto Archdiocesan Convention:  
Lucia Vacca and Mary Tuccitto - Ushers 
 

Treasurer         Raffaela Civello 
 

Highland Creek Heritage Day – June 20th, 2009 
In spite of the inclement weather (or maybe because of it), Heritage Day this year was a great success.  
Many thanks once again to our Parish community, our friends outside the Parish, and of course to the 
Knights of Columbus – all who helped to make this another successful event.  A sincere Thank You to the 
CWL ladies who marched in the parade – their creativity in portraying the ‘Winter’ theme was much 
appreciated by the onlookers.  A very special Thank You to the many CWL ladies who assisted in the 
various areas of our fundraising – bake table, plants, raffle table, silent auction, tea room, and the 
treasures table. This year, we had so many contributions of baked goods, we were able to offer these after 
the 5pm Mass. As a result of everyone’s tireless efforts, the CWL net receipts were $3,821 to go towards 
all our charities. Thank you and congratulations to all! To view pictures of the event go to 
www.fleurcom.on.ca/Heritage/ 
 

Financial Activity 
The CWL never truly takes a break – even during the summer - new members join up, schedules to be 
reviewed, there are bills to be paid, and cheques to be written.  I am happy to report that all the donation 
cheques have been prepared and sent off to all the charities listed on our approved 2009 Budget.   
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Organization & Membership   Eileen D’Souza  
 
 NEW MEMBERS A warm welcome is extended to the following new members: Marlene Campbell, 
Ancy Jacob and Katie Wicik. 

January & February 2009 

 

CWL Leadership and Public Speaking Course 
The Fall CWL Leadership Course is scheduled for 6 consecutive Saturdays.  
Dates for the course are as follows: October 24, 31, November 7, 14, 21 & 28th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Place:  St. Dunstan’s Parish (3158 Danforth Ave. / Victoria Park). 
The cost for this course is $20.00 per person, but it is FREE OF CHARGE to our St. Joseph CWL 
members. Three of the instructors are from our Parish.  
 
The presentations are a lot of fun and presented in an atmosphere of friendliness and camaraderie. 
Participants will find that the course enhances their communications skills in all areas, whether at home, 
at the workplace or at the parish. It builds understanding and knowledge of the workings of the League 
and gives members a deeper appreciation for the work done at every level of the CWL. An added bonus 
of doing this course is the confidence you will gain to speak in public. 
 
You are encouraged to take this course, and we hope you will avail of this opportunity. Please call Eileen 
D’Souza at (416) 283-3959 to register ASAP.  
 
CWL Fall Scarborough Regional Mass & Meeting – Wednesday, October 21st  7:30 p.m. 
We are the hosting Parish for this event. Everyone is invited to join the Scarborough Region Executives, 
Presidents of Scarborough as well as the Toronto Archdiocesan Chair and other executives. Mass will 
take place at 7:30 p.m. followed by meeting in the Hall. The Installation Ceremony for the New 
Scarborough Region Executives for 2009-2011 will also take place at this Mass, and as you know our 
own CWL Past President Lucia Vacca is now the new Scarborough Regional Chair. 
 
At this meeting 10 Scarborough Region Parish Presidents will be representing their Parish. CWL 
members and guests from these other Parishes will also be in attendance. At this meeting you will be able 
to hear what other Parishes in Scarborough are actively working on. We need your contribution of 
goodies for the reception which will follow.  Let’s welcome the Scarborough Region with our St. Joseph 
hospitality. 
 

Annual Apple Pie Making – We make the Best!  
Each year we gather the dedicated group of ladies to continue the tradition of making Apple Pies. We 
welcome and encourage new members to join in and learn in order to continue with the reputation of the 
Best CWL St. Joseph Apple Pie making. Our pies are a big hit at the Bazaar. We have been told many 
times that “They are the Best”. 
 
We are also looking for members who have room in their freezers to store these pies until the Bazaar. If 
you are already an expert or you would like to help in any way or if you simply have never made a pie 
and would like to learn, we need to hear from you.     
 
Mark your calendars, the dates have been set: Thursday, October 15th and October 22nd from 1:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. For the ladies who are working and would like to join us, here is your opportunity for 
a session of apple pie making on Saturday, November 7th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Church 
Hall. Contact: Lucia Vacca 416-283-3536 
 

Annual Bazaar -- Saturday November 21st from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
We are once again looking for your support for this annual event. All those interested in taking part in 
this event by helping at any of the various tables etc… or convening at the Bake Table, Tea Room, Craft 
Table, Silent Auction, Setup etc… give us a call. Setup for the Bazaar will be on Friday, November 20

th
.  
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We need your home baked goodies for the Bake table and any of your handiwork for the craft table.  
Proceeds from this event, as in the past, will be distributed to various charities. Your participation and 
contributions are appreciated. Our efforts benefit those in need. Contact: Mary Tuccitto or Eileen 
D’Souza for additional information.   
 
Membership Renewal – due to National before January 1, 2010  
The November/December Newsletter will include the Membership Renewal Form for 2010. These will 
be available after our General Meeting on Monday, November 9th. For those receiving an email of our 
Newsletter, please ensure you print the form attached to the email.   
 
Please Note:  

• We are still waiting for the remainder of the new permanent membership ID cards from National, 
as soon as we receive them, they will be mailed out to you. 

• If you have moved or are in the process of moving we need to have your correct address and 
postal code etc… for our records and for the National, so that the League Magazine will not be 
returned to National.   

 

Spiritual Development  Anne Marie Callender    
 

25th Annual Rosary Sunday - September 20th, 2009 Martyrs’ Shrine, Midland.    
The outdoor Mass will be at 12:00 p.m. at the Polish Altar.  The Celebrant is Father Alex Kirsten S.J. 
Director of the Shrine, 2:00 p.m. Procession of the Blessed Sacrament followed by the Living Rosary and 
Benediction at the Papal Altar. The Homilist for the Living Rosary: His Grace Thomas Collins, 
Archbishop of Toronto. Bring your rosary, chair, lunch. Bring your Family.   
 

The Knights of Columbus and the CWL are arranging a coach bus, leaving from St. Joseph’s at 8:30 a.m. 
returning at 6:30 p.m. The cost is $25.00 per person. We have limited space.  See the bulletin boards in 
the Narthex.   
  
16th Annual Interfaith Celebration – Friday October 16, 2009 – 7:30 p.m.
This event has been a very welcomed and popular one each October. CWL of St. Joseph’s has invited the 
neighbouring Churches of various denominations to participate and share prayers, poems and songs of 
faith. This year’s the theme is “Women of Peace and Hope”. It’s a wonderful way to get to know our 
community. A reception will follow.    
 
We ask for your help and goodies to share for the reception. But, most importantly bring a friend and 
spread the word to those outside the parish. Call: Anne Marie Callender (416) 284-7940 or Mary Tuccitto 
(416) 283-8828. 
  
Resolutions & Legislations  Patsy Jordan  
 

2009 RESOLUTIONS from Provincial and National Conventions: 
The following are Resolutions which were presented at the 62nd Provincial Convention in Midland.   
There were 7 presented, but only 6 where carried.  More information will be on the Provincial website 
www.cwl.on.ca  
 
Automobile Tire Age - Safety Risks   /   Make Dementia a Health Priority / Mandatory Wearing of 
Bicycle Helmets for All Ages / Reducing the Use of Disposable Products /Support Canadian Food for 
Children /Understanding Palliative Care 
 
At the 89th National Convention in St. John’s Newfoundland a total of 18 Resolutions were submitted.   
Only 3 Resolutions were presented, read and carried. 

http://www.cwl.on.ca/
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2009.01 Exit Strategies for Prostituted Persons 
2009.02 Legislate Protection and Support Services for Human Trafficking Victims 
2009.03 Repeal Section 13 of Canadian Hum Rights Act Regarding Hate Messages 
The full resolutions and action plan will be issued in the next League Magazine in the Fall issue of 2009.  
For more information go to www.cwl.ca  
 
Deadline for submitting topics for Resolutions for the 2010 Toronto Archdiocesan Convention is October 
31, 2009. If our council has a concern or feel strongly about an issue that needs to be addressed, then there 
is a basis of a resolution. There is a process and research to be completed and followed before presenting 
and submitting.   
 
Education & Health  Danielle Giggie   
 

World Teachers’ Day – Monday October 5th , 2009 
This is a special day dedicated to honor all the teachers who dedicate their life to make a valuable and 
lasting contribution to the lives of our children and grandchildren. As members of the CWL we are also 
being encouraged to become active volunteers in our communities as counselors, organizers of events, 
church and parent groups. We need to build a better connection and relationship with our Catholic 
Education Teachers. We take this opportunity to thank all teachers and show our support for their hard 
work on this special day of World Teachers Day. For more information, go to www.ctf-fce.ca. 
 

Education Packages 
The Toronto Archdiocesan Council will be forwarding to all the Parish CWL Education Chairs, Education 
Packages, which will in turn be send to the Elementary and Secondary Catholic Schools offering Mary 
Dobell Essay & Poetry and Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contests. As well, we will be looking for 
submissions for the Jean McCann Service Award for Youth 2010 and the University of Toronto, St. 
Michael’s College Scholarship Fund offered to any young Catholic woman who will graduate from 
Secondary School in 2010 and her first choice of College is St. Michael’s. – Information for this will be 
posted in our St. Joseph’s Bulletin. 
 

Health: 
A complete list of monthly important health promotion dates can be found  
www.hc-sc.gc.ca.  Visit this website for more information on health. 
September  
National Arthritis Month 
Ovarian Cancer Month 
8 International World Literacy Day  
9 Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) Awareness  

October  
Autism Awareness Month 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
5-11 Mental Illness Awareness Week 

 

Community Life   Erika Cabrera Vale   
 

Human Sex Trafficking – this involves the sale of human beings for the purpose of exploitation. 
Most of the victims are children and women who are forced to prostitution. A new book entitled “Leave” 
by Amanda Kloer has been published May 22, 2009 – it covers many aspects as to why these victims 
don’t leave this tragic situation. Information on this can be found in the Women’s Inter-Church Council of 
Canada website. Go to www.wicc.org 
  
Refugees  - An excellent article of Child Refugees is covered in October 2009 Chatelaine Magazine by 
David Hayes pg. 226 – pg.234  An alarming number of children from developing world arrive in Canada 
all alone.  www.chatelaine.com 
 

 

http://www.cwl.ca/
http://www.ctf-fce.ca/
http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/
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Christian Family Life      Pat Wilson 
Life Chain – Sunday October 4

th
 from 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  

Annually thousands of Canadians from St. John’s to Vancouver line the sidewalks of their communities. 
Every year, over 30,000 people participate across Canada. We stand together to peacefully protest the 
crime of abortion. We can change lives by reminding people of the injustices done both to the child in the 
womb and the expectant mother. Plan to participate with your family by coming out and joining our St. 
Joseph’s community, Knights of Columbus, and CWL members and show our solidarity for the pro-life 
campaign. We will meet at the corner of Kingston Rd. & Lawrence Ave. East.  
 

Dignity and Rights of Persons: Elder Abuse- There is a need to create awareness of elder abuse, 
physical, financial, psychological and sexual. A campaign has been launched by television and internet 
ads entitled “Elder Abuse – It’s Time to Face Reality”. For more information go to www.seniors.gc.ca  
 

Euthanasia  Re: Bill C-384, An Act to amend the Criminal Code (right to die with 
dignity)   Euthanasia is a deliberate act undertaken by one individual with the intention of ending the life 
of another individual to relieve that person’s suffering, where the act is the cause of death. (Of Life and 
Death -1995) Assisted suicide is the act of intentionally killing oneself with the assistance of another who 
provides the knowledge, means or both. (Of Life or Death -1995) If Bill C-384 is passed the Criminal 
Code will be amended. Euthanasia and assisted suicide will be legal in Canada. 
 
As Canadian citizens we need to consider the impact of this legislation on society. These changes to the 
Criminal Code will legislate autonomy and choice for acts, which intentionally and directly cause death. 
The lives of our most vulnerable citizens, those living with disability, chronic health conditions including 
depression will be threatened by this act. Euthanasia and assisted suicide are not the answer to problems 
that can be solved by individualized, compassionate medical care.  
 
In the encyclical Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life), Pope John Paul II challenges us to reaffirm the 
value of human life. As women of peace and hope, we believe in the Sanctity of Life and know that we 
can make a difference in our community and Country. Here are some ideas: 
 

‐ Become educated, review church teachings – Catechism of the Catholic Church (2766 – 2283) 
‐ Read Bill C-384 – http://www2.parl.gc.ca/content/hoc/Bills/402/Private 

/C-384/C-384_1?C-384_1.PDF 
‐ Write to your member of parliament, as a constituent, found by postal code at http: 

www2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Complications/House of 
Commons/MemberByPostalCode.aspx?Menu=HOC 

‐ Talk with other Christians about this issue 
‐ Show support and respect for people with disabilities, the elderly, those living with chronic 

health conditions and their caregivers. 
‐ Find out about Hospice and Palliative Care in our Community 
‐ Pray for those spiritually disenfranchised, our leaders and elected Members of parliament 
‐ Review an analysis of Bill C-384 at www.euthanasiaprevention.on.ca 

 
Communications   Denise Van Veen  
 

White Ribbon Campaign Against Pornography (W.R.A.P.) 
Your signatures have a voice.  
Show your support and defend our children, families, faith and freedom. At all the weekend Masses on 
October 24th and 25th, we will be asking all of our parish community to sign the white ribbon. We need 
our members to assist at the tables at each of the exits. The Canadians Addressing Sexual Exploitation 

http://www.seniors.gc.ca/
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/content/hoc/Bills/402/Private
http://www.euthanasiaprevention.on.ca/
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(C.A.S.E.) focus of the white ribbon campaign is on Internet Service Providers (ISPs) as there is a 
continued proliferation of pornography and specifically its very alarming growth on the internet. If you 
would like more information about C.A.S.E. and their efforts, please visit their website at www.4case.ca 
 

Salt + Light TV 
Once again Salt + Light TV has won the Gabriel Award as Television Station of the Year from the 
Catholic Academy for Communications Arts Professionals. This is its second award. If you don’t already 
subscribe to Salt + Light TV you can check out the website saltandlighttv.org for information and a list 
of some of the upcoming programs. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
There are many interesting and informative articles in the CWL National League Magazine which is 
published 3 times per year. If you are not interested in receiving the League Magazine, let us know and 
we can stop this publication to come to your address. Also, if you are finished reading it, please do not 
discard it simply drop it off in the CWL Box in the Narthex. We will add these magazines to our CWL 
Information Centre in the Narthex. Other ladies in the Parish do pickup and read what the League is all 
about.  
 
Past President & Historian   Lucia Vacca    
 

89th National Convention – St. John’s – Newfoundland – August 9th – 12th

Great Convention! A total of 710 were in attendance at this convention with 208 from Ontario. Lucia 
Vacca represented St. Joseph. We enjoyed a tour of St. Johns, Cape Spear and Signal Hill and wonderful 
music at each of our dinners. The opening Eucharist Celebration took place in the Basilica of St. John the 
Baptist, celebrated by Archbishop Martin Currie. The closing Eucharistic Celebration together with the 
Reaffirmation of Officers took place at Mary Queen of Peace, celebrated by Bishop Douglas Crosby.    
 
The keynote speakers were: Dr. Myrtle Power PhD and Fr. Mark Miller, C.Sr.R. Ph.D. Both speakers 
provided insight of how we can be the beacons of hope. They empowered us to be the sources of 
encouragement, of compassion, of caring, of support and to be present to the dying and palliative patients, 
the caregivers and families by our presence and love for each other.   
 
Three Resolutions were passed and reports were presented from each of the National Executives and 
Provincial Presidents. For full reports, go to the National website www.cwl.ca under “Recent Updates”.  
Also, read the Fall issue of the League Magazine coming to your address in September. 
 
To quote, Betty Anne Brown – National Chairperson of Communications - Report. 
“As Women of Peace and Hope, the lyrics of Diana Ross, “Reach out and touch somebody’s hand, make 
this world a better place, if you can…” could be our mantra”.     
Ladies let’s be the hope and peace for each other. I know that we can do it with passion. 
 
The 90th National Convention in 2010 will be held in Ottawa, Ontario on August 8-11.   
 
For the Deceased  
It is with sadness to announce the passing of Carlo Fava (KofC), husband of our CWL sister Barbara 
Fava.  Also the passing of Mrs. Renda known as “Mama Riggi” mother of our CWL sister Francis Riggi, 
and the passing of Giuseppe Agosta, father of our CWL sister Raffaela Civello 
Eternal Rest, grant unto them and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. 
Continue to Pray for Good Health for our CWL Sisters and their families.  If you know of any of our 
Sisters in the League who are ill please contact: Eileen D’Souza 
May Our Lady of Good Counsel keep you in her loving care.   
 
 

http://www.cwl.ca/
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REMEMBER TO WEAR RED ON FRIDAYS –SUPPORT OUR TROOPS  
For more information go to www.redfriday.ca 
 

Items for Purchase:  
CWL Blue Scarves $23.00  CWL Name Tags   $3.50     Madonna Pins $10.00 
CWL Insignia Pin    $4.00   Windshield Decal   $2.00 
Call Lucia Vacca if you are interested in purchasing any of these items.  
COFFEE MUGS --Members are encouraged to bring their own mugs to the meetings. 
 

Please Pray for Priests 

Dear Lord,  
We pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her mantle around your priests 
and through her intercession strengthen them for their ministry. 
We pray that Mary will guide your priests to follow her own words, 
“Do whatever He tells you” (Jn 2:5). 
May your priests have the heart of St. Joseph, Mary’s most chaste spouse  
May the Blessed Mother’s own pierced heart inspire them to embrace  
all who suffer at the foot of the cross. 
 
May your priests be holy, filled with the fire of your love seeking 
nothing but your greater glory and the salvation of souls. 
Amen. 
Saint John Vianney, pray for us. 
 

Dates to Remember  
September 14 (Monday) General Meeting – Rosary 7:10 Meeting 7:30  
September 20 (Sunday) Rosary Sunday – Midland Martyr Shrine –Bus from St. Joseph’s 8:30 

departure Cost is $25.00 
October 4 (Sunday) Life Chain – (Kingston Rd. & Lawrence 2-3:30 pm) Be there! 
October 15 (Thursday) Apple Pie Making  1-4 St. Joe’s Hall 
October 16 (Friday)  Interfaith Celebration – 7:30 & Reception in the Hall 
October 21 (Wednesday) Fall CWL Scarborough Regional General Mass -7:30 St. Joseph  - 

Installation of new Regional Executive – Meeting to follow 
October 22 (Thursday) Apple Pie Making 1:00-4:00 – St. Joe’s Hall 
October 24/25 Masses White Ribbon Campaign – need CWL representation at each mass 
Oct 24 to Nov 28 
(Saturdays) 

CWL Leadership & Public Speaking Course – St. Dunstan’s 1:00 – 
3:00 pm 

November 7  (Saturday) Apple Pie Making 10:00 – 2:00 – St. Joseph’s Hall 
November 8 (Sunday) Remembrance Day Mass  
November 9 (Monday) General Meeting – Rosary 7:10 Meeting 7:30  
November 20 (Friday) Setup for Bazaar (2:30 – 9:30) 
November 21 (Saturday) Bazaar 8-4  (9:30 – 3:00) 
December 7 (Monday) Pot Luck Social – Advent Celebration –  Hall  
December 12 (Saturday) Toronto Archdiocesan Workshop – Voice of the Voiceless – Nativity 

of our Lord Parish in Etobicoke 9:00 to 3:00  
December 13 (Sunday) CWL Mass Only - No Reception 
 


