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Spiritual Advisor     Fr. David Okenyi 
 

 “PAUL PLANTED, APOLLOS WATERED, GOD GAVE THE INCREASE.”  
 

This text from 1 Corinthians 3:6 is my starting point of a very short reflection this time around.  We 
are coming to the end of the term for the current executive members. Coincidentally, it is the end of the 
year also. As we honour and thank the executives for a job very well done, we can look back and 
forward too. From the past years of the history of St. Joseph’s CWL, many have planted the seed, many 
are still watering the seed, and God has continued to give the increase. 
 
Each and every member has been influenced over these years by the dedication of these women at the 
helm of affairs, who have encouraged, inspired, and directed the women in the true Christian way. We 
are now at the era of watering the seed.  It is the time of nurturing, growing in the faith, and in spiritual 
life. But some people must continue the watering - the nurturing - before there can be growth. On 
November 8, the election day, you will be calling on the Holy Spirit to inspire you to elect the 
“Apollos” to continue this nurturing of the League. 
 
Paul says (in the quoted text) that he who planted nor he who watered is anything, but only God who 
gives the growth. This is a lesson of some humility. Your task is to be obedient to the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit in your hearts telling you to serve. God is beckoning you to be part of that great work of 
nurturing while he is the Director.  
And what do you say? “Here I am, Lord, take me.”  
 

President’s Message  Mary Tuccitto 
 

My Dear Friends….My Sisters in The League, as I address you for the last time as President, I am 
filled with pride and sadness. My two years as President have been both challenging and rewarding. I 
have grown personally through the opportunity to serve our council and share my faith with you. It has 
been a humbling and awesome experience which I will cherish always. I would like to thank all the 
ladies who served on my executive team at various times during my two year term. Your contribution 
has been immeasurable and your support of The League both genuine and admirable. Thank you to the 
calling committee and to all of you, my sisters…….it has been an honour. Last but not least a 
tremendous thank you to Fr. David for his vocation and dedication to The League and our work “For 
God and Canada”.  
 

I would like to congratulate the new executive who will lead us in 2011-2012 and I pledge my full and 
unwavering support to them as I know you will too.  I have every confidence that our new executive 
will continue to lead in the service and growth of our membership with accountability, transparency 
and the integrity which we have come to expect. The success of our CWL here at St. Joseph’s is due to 
your commitment and support of the executive, so let us walk together as Sisters in The League, 
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“Centred on Faith and Justice”. This is the National Theme for 2011 – 2012 and how fitting as we live 
in times of injustice all over the world and even in our own Country. 
 

As we look to the future let us continue to be “Companions on the Journey”(2005-2006) and continue 
to “Love One Another”(2007-2008) as “Women of Peace and Hope”(2009-2010) “Centred on Faith 
and Justice”(2011-2012) 
 

On behalf of Fr. David and myself we wish you and your families a Joyous and Blessed Christmas and 
Best Wishes for the New Year.  
 
Organization & Membership   Eileen D’Souza  January & February 2009 
 

CWL Apple Pie Making Team- Amazing! 
Our very dedicated “Apple Pie Doe Makers” A BIG THANK YOU! Lisa Scholz, Suanne O’Neill, Lina 
Civello, Margaret Wilton and Marguerite Civello. We had more than 30 members who peeled and 
mixed apples and create beautiful apple pies over 3 separate sessions during the months of October and 
November. Our Apple Pies are in demand at our Annual Bazaar. This is one of the many reasons our 
ladies come together building our friendships. Our secret ingredients are friendship, sisterhood and love 
and now you know.    
 

Annual Bazaar -- Saturday November 20th from 9:30 am  to 3:00 pm 
We need your help with setup for this event which will be on Friday November 19th from 6:00 pm - 
9:00 pm. We are looking forward to spending time together on this day of our fundraiser. Your 
contributions to the Bake Sale, Book table, Treasure table, Silent Auction, Tea Room etc…are most 
appreciated. Proceeds from this fundraising event will be distributed to various charities and projects in 
our community. Your involvement is appreciated. Without our efforts, others will not benefit. Call us, 
we need your help at the various tables to make this event another success. 
 
Bake Table:           Lina Civello 416-283-0165 Treasure Table:          Ingrid Hart 416-282-8775 
Raffle Table:       Mary Tuccitto 416-283-8828 Silent Auction:  Denise Van Veen 416-281-0132 
Tea Room:  Marguerite Civello  416-286-6162 Apple Pies:          Margaret Wilton 416-286-6640 

 
Call us to assist in these areas ASAP.   
If you have items for us, please drop them off on Friday, November 19th in the Hall. 
 

Advent Potluck Service Awards Social – Monday, December 6th 7:00pm 
We gather to celebrate the Advent Season and acknowledge our members who have reached a 
milestone with their Service Pins. Monetary donations will be accepted for Rosalie Hall at this event. 
We are looking forward to your favourite dishes to share with everyone, please be generous as this is a 
popular event. 
 

Membership Renewal –is NOW due to National before January 1st, 2011!  
Included/attached to this newsletter is the CWL Membership Renewal Form for 2011. 
Please complete the form and drop it off with your payment in the collection basket at Mass, at the 
Parish Office or pass to an executive team member as soon as you can. For those receiving the 
newsletter by email, please ensure to print your form attached as it will be an attachment to the email. 
 

We have an early bird special prize of a $25 gift voucher which will be given to the lucky draw 
winner for early memberships received on or before December 6th, 2010. The lucky draw will take 
place at our Advent Potluck Service Awards Social on Monday, December 6th. Also, if anyone is 
interested in giving a membership as a gift please give me a call as I have gift certificates available. 
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Please Note:  
If you have changed your email address we need to update our records. If you have moved or are in the 
process of moving we need to have your correct address and postal code etc… for our records and for 
National, so that the League Magazine will not be returned to National.   
 

Spiritual Development  Mary Campanelli  
 

17th Annual Interfaith Celebration – Friday October 15th, 2010 - SUMMARY                                  
Once again, our theme for St. Joseph’s CWL was to reflect on “Women of Peace and Hope”. It was a 
celebration of the gifts and talents from all who attended and participated. There were over 100 people 
in attendance. Opening remarks of welcome from our CWL President- Mary Tuccitto were followed by 
a greeting from Father David Okenyi. The CWL members recited prayers. We thank Fr. David Okenyi 
for being a part of this special evening as well as Barbara Sullivan for planning and providing the 
music and songs together with Winifred Martin of the Celebration Music Ministry of St. Joseph’s. 
 

Our visiting and participating faith community groups: Buddhist Centre, Epiphany Lutheran, Heron 
Park Baptist, Grace Presbyterian, St. Dunstan of Canterbury Anglican and Baitul’ Afiyat Mosque 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat. All participants shared with great enthusiasm their faith in the theme of 
“Women of Peace and Hope”. Thank you to all who attended and contributed to the reception. A total 
donation of $210 was collected and will go towards St Vincent de Paul and Juliette’s Place. Let us keep 
each other in prayers and thoughts for Peace and Hope until we meet next year.  
 

CWL Scarborough Region Mass for our Deceased Members – Friday November 26th 
 A mass for our deceased members and family has been planned to take place on Friday November 
26th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Maria Goretti (717 Kennedy Rd.). Fr. Edwin Galea will be the celebrant. 
We will have our “Book of Life” to be placed at the altar. We encourage you to invite the families of 
our deceased members to attend this Mass. 
 
 

  
Rosary Sunday – September 19th, 2010 
We had a bus with KofC, CWL and friends who 
travelled to the Martyr Shrine – Midland for this 
special annual event. 
Picture:  
Patricia Furtado, Dakari Gennaro, Lintoy Sahadath,  
Belle Augustin and Lucia Vacca 

Life Chain – Sunday October 3rd

Thank you to the 12 CWL members who joined the 
Knight of Columbus for this annual event.   
Each year (first Sunday of October) we meet at the 
corner of Lawrence and Kingston Rd. We hope to see 
more of our members join in this event next year.   
Picture:  Lucia Vacca, Margaret Wilton and Jean Fernandes 
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Toronto Archdiocesan Council – CWL Mass –  Wednesday, December 8th - 7:00 pm. 
This is a special Mass for the feast of The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
This invitation is extended to all members across the Archdiocese. It will take place at St. Anne’s 
Parish in Brampton (115 Vodden St. SE). Celebrant is Fr. Damian Ali (Spiritual Advisor for Toronto 
Archdiocesan Council).  All Regional and Parish Spiritual Advisors are welcome. 
 

Travelling Novena of Our Lady of Good Counsel  
Did you know that we have a travelling Novena of Our Lady of Good Counsel which has been to the 
homes of a few of our members? If you are interested in having it in your home for a month, give us a 
call. We have a complete kit with prayers/instructions. 
 

 

Education & Health   Danielle Giggie  &  Lola Gray  
 

Health:  November is Diabetes Awareness and December is World Aids 
 

Education Packages:   
Our 4 Parish schools and Pope John Paul II High School have been contacted and we have been well 
received and are happy to work with us. We have invited them to participate in the Annual Public 
Speaking, Poetry & Essay Competitions and we have extended the St. Michael’s Scholarship to 
students at Pope John Paul. This scholarship is extended to any young women who apply to St. 
Michael’s University as their first choice.  
 
Community Life           Erika Cabrera Vale   
 

Community Life and Christian Family Life Project Challenge
The Toronto Archdiocesan Council has encouraged the Parish Councils to focus this year on Catholic 
Family Services by inviting the community to participate in an event, which you will hear more about 
once our new Executive 2011-2012 is in place in January. The goal is to raise awareness and to raise 
over $5,000 across Toronto. Stay tuned!  
 

Resolutions & Legislation      Eral Zong 
 

Resolutions: As reported at our General Meeting the Resolutions passed at the National Convention 
in Ottawa were 2010.01 Chrysotile Asbestos and 2010.02 Income Tax Credit for Children’s 
Participation in Arts and Cultural Activities. The complete details can be found in your “The Canadian 
League” magazine Fall Issue - Vol#86/No.3/Fall 2010, which you should have received by now. Take 
special note of the “Action Plan” for these resolutions on pg.18&19 and let’s start writing and let your 
voices be heard.  
 

Legislation: Bill C-428 – An Act to Amend the Old Age Security Act (residency for three years) 
No action is required at this time.  Mr. Paul Szabo, MP has forwarded the following information: 
“This Bill will be non-votable because it calls for spending money and will die after minimal debate 
which likely won’t happen before the next election because it is two years down the list.” 
 

Christian Family Life     Pat Wilson 
 

Right to Life Association – Christmas Cards are available 10 for $7.00.  
Please give your support for this cause. These cards are available and will be available at our Bazaar.  
Website: www.rtl-toronto.org for more information. For cards call Lucia Vacca 416-283-3536 
 

 

http://www.rtl-toronto.org/
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Marriage and Family: Too busy to attend the parish marriage preparation course? Computer 
savvy? Take a look at www.CatholicMarriagePrep.com ($159 US/3mths) – live instructors English, 
French and Spanish. The course starts with a rich theological information session based on Catholic 
Teaching, including Pope John Paul’s Theology of the Body. 
 

*HIV/AIDS and Catholic Teaching on Sexual Ethics- covers statistical information on the church's 
position on not using condoms as a treatment of the spread of HIV/AIDS the C in the ABC treatment 
plan and will give members more substantiation for promoting this solution. 
 

Sanctity of Life: The issues related to Euthanasia remain active internationally and in Canada. 
There is some concern that individual provinces will make Euthanasia a health issue. Health monies are 
a provincial responsibility, even though some funding of programs occurs at the Federal level. Updates 
can be found at www.Euthanasiaprevention.on.ca  Since the defeat of Bill C -384, An Act to amend the 
Criminal Code (right to die with dignity), the focus for us has shifted to education – what are the local 
resources to support hospice care for palliative patients with end stage chronic illness? (National 
Resolution 2007/03- Hospice Palliative Care, An integral Component of the Canadian H.C. system). 
We need to remain informed. 
 
The Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute has written a good article which talks about ideal palliative 
care and the value of suffering. This is in keeping with the Ontario Resolution for education. (ON.09.06 
Understanding Palliative Care) 
 
*Spiritual Care at the end of life- talks about the beginning of palliative care under the influence of 
Dame Cicely Saunders and the importance of spiritual care as part of the palliative care of patients, 
even in secular organizations.(www.ccbi-utoronto.ca) 
 

Vocations:  Tickets are available for the St .Joseph’s CWL table for the Ordinandi Dinner on 
Tuesday March 1st, 2011. Price is $65 per person. Call Mary Tuccitto 416-283-8828 or Lucia Vacca 
416-283-3536. We will be gathering the Annual Spiritual Bouquet more information to follow in 
January.  
 
*ARTICLES ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU BY SIGNING UP AT THE MONTHLY MEETING TO 
RECEIVE A PHOTOCOPY, CONTACT ME @416-286-4087 SO THAT I CAN MAIL OR PLACE 
COPIES IN THE CWL VERTICAL FILE IN THE NARTHEX FOR PICK UP AT MASS ON 
SUNDAY* 
 
Many thanks to those who were able to attend the Life Chain on October 3rd. It is definitely a silent 
protest with impact. Mark your calendars for next year Sunday October 2nd 2011. 
 
Communications   Denise Van Veen  
 

White Ribbon Campaign Against Pornography (W.R.A.P.) 
The Canadians Addressing Sexual Exploitation (C.A.S.E.) focus of the white ribbon campaign is on 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) as there is a continued proliferation of pornography and specifically 
its very alarming growth on the internet. This year we collected 528 signatures for the Ribbon and 566 
signatures for the Petition. I would like to thank those of you who helped at the doors collecting 
signatures. We need the help of ALL CWL members to collect even more signatures next year. The 
more support, the more we can accomplish protecting our children and grandchildren. If you would like 
more information about C.A.S.E. and their efforts, please visit their website at www.4case.ca  
 

St. Joseph’s CWL Book Club – Update 
We introduced the CWL Book Club in September of 2007 and we are happy to report that it is still 
going strong with 8 members. The books that have been chosen by the group have all varied. We are 

http://www.catholicmarriageprep.com/
http://www.euthanasiaprevention.on.ca/
http://www.ccbi-utoronto.ca/
http://www.4case.ca/
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having a wonderful time discussing and reviewing the books we have read over a social setting. If you 
love to read and would like to join us, call Justine Csenge - 416-284-8693 
 

Past President & Historian   Lucia Vacca    
 

This is the end of my term as Past President, but I am not leaving! I have enjoyed serving the League 
for the past 13 years at St. Joseph’s and now continuing as Regional Chair for Scarborough until May 
2011. Being a League member has offered me many opportunities for personal and spiritual growth and 
has further developed my presentation and organizational skills. On my journey I have built many 
friendships and have met so many wonderful sisters to lean on. Thank you so much for all of your 
support. 
  
It’s been an amazing 6 years serving on the St. Joseph’s CWL Executive Council. My experience as 
President Elect (2005-2006) offered me the opportunity to learn the various areas and responsibilities 
of an executive team. With the guidance of Gloria Montserin (President) who empowered me every 
step of the way, as President (2007-2008) I was able to embrace the challenge and responsibility and to 
set achievable goals for the growth of our Council together with my “Dream Team” Executives and 
representing St. Joseph’s Council at the Scarborough Region Executive. As Past President (2009-2010) 
I have had the opportunity to mentor, assist in various projects when required as assigned by Mary 
Tuccitto (President). I truly have enjoyed working with 3 sets of Executives. To the incoming new 
Executives, I promise to be here for you in any capacity as required.   
 
We should be proud of the dedication of the Executive Teams over the 57 years of inception of our 
CWL Council here at St. Joseph’s. I am very proud of the achievements and growth (currently our 
membership stands at 186). We have put in place procedures ie: Budget, St. Joseph’s Policy & 
Procedure, Archive Procedure and more, to help facilitate the flow of information and assist the next 
Team of Executives. There is always room to grow and give opportunity to our many members, who 
will serve on the Executive Teams to follow. You will be just as amazed as I was with the results, when 
given the opportunity to commit and take ownership and to serve “for God and Canada”. 
 

I would like to congratulate the incoming Executive for 2011-2012. I wish you all many Blessings and 
may Our Lady of Good Counsel keep you in her loving care. 
 
Archives: We are asking you, our members, for your assistance. If you have any articles or 
newspaper clippings etc…of our CWL history at St. Joseph’s or if you have held an executive position 
in the past and have any information, pictures, item of interest for our archives I would like to hear 
from you.  
 
For the Deceased – Our condolences to our Sisters in the League who have had a death in their family 
– Eternal Rest, grant unto them and let perpetual light shine upon them.  May they rest in peace. 
 
Pray for our Sisters in the League 
Continue to Pray for Good Health for our CWL Sisters and their families. If you know of any of our 
Sisters in the League, who are ill please contact: Eileen D’Souza.   
May Our Lady of Good Counsel keep you in her loving care.   
 
REMEMBER TO WEAR RED ON FRIDAYS – SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 
For more information go to www.redfriday.ca    Remembrance Day is November 11th. Support our 
Troops by visit www.forces.gc.ca and click on Write to the Troops. 
 
REMINDER:  Bring your own coffee cups for our meetings! Your loose change for “Pennies for 
Heaven” and your spare Rosaries, to be redistributed. 
 

http://www.redfriday.ca/
http://www.forces.gc.ca/
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Dates to Remember 

November 19 (Friday) Setup for Bazaar (2:30pm – 9:30pm) 
November 20 (Saturday) Bazaar (9:30am – 3:00pm) – need your help 
November 26 (Friday) Mass for Deceased CWL Members from Scarborough Region – 

St. Maria Goretti Parish 7:00 pm all members are invited. 
December 6 (Monday) Potluck Advent Service Award Social–7:00pm- bring your favourite 

dish to share with your sisters– Monetary Collection for Rosalie Hall  
December 8  
(Wednesday) 

Special CWL Mass at St. Anne’s Parish in Brampton (115 Vodden St. 
SE) 7:00 pm everyone is invited to attend – Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. 

December 12 (Sunday) CWL Mass Only - No Reception 
January 9 (Sunday) CWL Mass /INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS FOR ST. 

JOSEPH CWL/ Welcome Sunday Reception – show your support. 
January 10 (Monday) General Meeting – Rosary 7:00 pm Meeting 7:30 pm 
January 15 (Saturday) Scarborough Region Winter Event –  “Faith & Health”  

at St. Joseph’s Parish from 10:00 – 3:00  
all members are welcome to attend 

January 22 (Saturday) WDOP Festival Day -TBA 
February 7  (Monday) General Meeting – Rosary 7:00 pm Meeting 7:30pm   
February 13 (Sunday) CWL Mass /Welcome Reception  
February 13 (Sunday) St. Joseph’s Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contest 2:00 -4:00 in 

the Hall – all are welcome – support our students 
February 14 (Monday) Family Day 
February  19 (Saturday) Toronto Archdiocesan Development Day – TBA 
February  21 (Monday) Ordinandi Bouquet Deadline for collection of prayers etc… 
February 27 (Sunday) Scarborough Region – Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contest  

1:00 pm- 3:00 pm St. Boniface Parish 
 
For more CWL information go to the following websites: 
www.cwl.ca (National)   www.cwl.on.ca (Provincial)   www.cwltoronto.ca (Toronto) 
www.stjosephs.ch (St. Joseph Parish/Ministries/CWL) 

http://www.cwl.ca/
http://www.cwl.on.ca/
http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
http://www.stjosephs.ch/

