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SPIRITUAL ADVISOR’S MESSAGE            Rev. Fr. David Okenyi, CSSp. 
 

CHRISTMAS IN LENT 

When I was in the seminary studying theology, one of the theologians we studied 

was Edward Schillebeeckx.  A story is told about how he joined the Dominicans, 

and as a seminarian, they had to wake up at two o’clock in the morning, like the 

monks, to chant the office.  The experience of this young man about this lovely 

monastic rising in the wee hours of the day to sing God’s praises, quite captured 

his imagination.  And thus apart from the noise and busyness of the world, he felt 

so close to God. 

 

So in Edward’s enthusiasm he wrote to his father, “It was a wonderful feeling to 

be praising God when all the world around me is asleep and I and my fellow 

seminarians are giving glory to God.”  His father wrote back that he was happy 

that his young son appreciated his new monastic life, but he should remember 

that when he was a baby his parents too were often up at 2 a.m. and, yes they too 

were giving glory to God, although they weren’t quite singing the psalm. 

 

Edward’s letter to his father implied, “Go to the monastery and you will find 

God.”  His father said, “No, it is in the everydayness of life that we uncover God, 

even if we do not realize it at the time.”  This is the point of this write-up or 

reflection. 

 

The young Edward grew up with his father’s teaching, and became a renowned 

theologian, and wrote “Everyday Mysticism”.  (God in the everyday).  God is 

there in the activities of our daily lives: - in doing the dishes, in feeding the 

hungry, in helping the needy, in the giving comfort, in the marketplace, in the 

business conducted; those criteria from Jesus for being saved as outlined in the 

spiritual and corporal works of mercy are all woven as of great importance into 

everyday life. 

 

During Lent we always focus on the negative as we explore areas of our lives and 

of the world to be fixed.  And there are lots: dangerous, sinful and corrupting 

places, war, hunger, greed, deceit, betrayal, abortion, infidelity, broken families, 

murder, accident, sickness etc.  But we should not forget as we grapple with 

these that God is in the midst of our everyday experience. 

 

Yet, God insists that the world is lovable and that he loved it first, and is in the 

world waiting to be unmasked everywhere.  “For God so loved the world that He 

gave His only Son….”  (Jn.3:16). 
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If at all there is any lament that God has, it is that, after declaring that he so loved this world,  that we 

end up hating it, fascinated with the abuse and not the use of it for the greater glory of God.  God has 

incarnated himself in the world, but we fail to recognize him.  What else is Christmas other than “The 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us”  (Jn. 1:14). 

 

As we wade into Lent, these five weeks, let us try to recover our sense of vision, and discover and 

celebrate the God we have bumped into, all the months, weeks and days, without knowing it. 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:                                         Pat Wilson 

Blessed are the Peacemakers… 

I hope that each of you has had the opportunity to read Carl Hetu’s article in The League Magazine 

concerning the challenges facing Christians in the Middle East, a population dwindling in numbers, 

now less than 2% of the population in Israel and Palestine.  It is becoming increasingly difficult for 

Christians to continue to live in the area and they need our support.  Their continued presence in the 

area and voice for peace is important.  Should you visit the Holy Land and go to Bethlehem you will 

see high concrete walls, topped with barbed wire, surrounding the city and military guard at the gate. 

This for me was a clear illustration of present day conflict in Israel.  Arab Christian families live in this 

city. 

 

As we begin lent, let us remember, Jesus was born in Bethlehem. The Archangel Gabriel in nearby 

Nazareth visited Mary, Mother of God, and although Christ ministered throughout the land, He spent 

his last days in Jerusalem.  Let us keep solidarity with our Christian Families in the Middle East this 

Lenten season, through our prayers, fasting and works of charity.  

 

TREASURER                                                                Ingrid Stalteri 

The Budget for 2012 was presented at the January General meeting and was accepted by the members 

present.   We are taking a different approach to the selection of the charities we will be supporting in 

2012.  A Committee will develop the criteria to be used for choosing the charities.  The criteria will be 

sent out to the membership in a form that will need to be completed.   The form will consist of 

questions that will need to be answered.  We will then have a meeting so that members can present the 

charities they would like to support by completing their forms either in writing or verbally (addressing 

the questions on the form).   The committee will then review and select the charities that meet the 

criteria.  All donations will be sent out after both our fundraisers have taken place.   

As we are all aware our church requires our assistance in raising the funds required to make the 

planned improvements.  Following a discussion at the February General meeting, it was decided that 

we will support the fundraising efforts of our church by donating 20% of our income from both our 

fundraisers, Heritage Day and the Bazaar to the Building Fund.  We hope we can count on everyone to 

make these events a huge success.   
 

PRESIDENT ELECT/MEMBERSHIP:        Mary Campanelli 

91st Toronto Diocesan Convention – Friday May 4th and Saturday May 5th,   

This annual event will take place at the Doubletree International Plaza Hotel, 655 Dixon Road. The 

theme is “Centred on Faith & Justice…Living in the Light”… This is one of the opportunities for you 

to come out and join your sisters in the League for fun, faith and a real good time as well as learn more 

about the League.   
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EARLYBIRD DRAW Registration is before March 17th, 2012 and your name will be entered into a 

draw for free registration and banquet ticket. 

 

Closing banquet is on Saturday, May 5th at 6:00 p.m. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR ORDERING BANQUET TICKETS AND REFUNDS IS April 10th, 2012 

 

Cost to attend this convention is subsidized by our council for our members. If you are interested in 

attending, both days, one of the days or dinner only, give me a call ASAP - Mary Campanelli 416- 

283-0870.  

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

If you would like to know more about The Catholic Women's League here are several resource 

materials to choose from: 

1)  The National website www.cwl.ca 

2)  The Canadian League Magazine - latest issue Winter 2012 - Featuring the next National      

            Convention in Edmonton in August. 

            (this publication is sent to all members as part of their membership fee) 

3)  The Provincial website www.cwl.on.ca   

            (subscription to the Provincial Newsletter - The Trillium is available to interested members for                         

            $5.00 per 2 Issues per year) 

4)  The Toronto website www.cwltoronto.ca  

            (subscription to the Toronto Diocesan Council Newsletter is available to interested members    

            for $10.00 per 3 Issues per year) 

  

Give me a call if you are interested in subscribing to any of these issues.       

                                                      

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT                                      Pat Furtado 

“A quick recap of our Theme for 2011- 2012: 

National Office theme is “CENTRED ON FAITH & JUSTICE” 

Toronto Diocesan Council's sub theme for 2012 is “LIVING IN THE LIGHT” 

March 9:           A representative from the CWL  led the Stations of the Cross after the 7.30 p.m. mass.  

Especially during Lent, we would request our members to spend more time in prayer, reflection and 

repentance, not forgetting to fast/abstain.  In prayer and meditation, we can journey with our Lord and 

His Blessed Mother and unite our suffering and pain with that of our Lord  

March 12:         At the General Meeting, prayer was focused on “Mary’s Way of the Cross” which 

incorporates the rosary too.  To some of our members it may be new, so we encourage all members to 

pray and ask Mary to intercede for us with Jesus 
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March 19:         Feast of St. Joseph, Patron Saint of our Parish.  Mass will be celebrated at 7.30 p.m.  

Members are encouraged to attend and show their support, enthusiasm and joy in being part of a 

vibrant Parish. 

April 25:            Feast of our Patroness, Our Lady of Good Counsel.  Mass will be celebrated by our 

Spiritual Advisor, Fr. David Okenyi, at 7.30 p.m. followed by a reception in the church hall.   New 

CWL members will be welcomed and all members will be asked  to renew their commitment and 

pledge to the work of the Catholic Women’s League.  An invitation will also be extended to all 

Parishioners to attend the mass/reception. 

This mass is our opportunity to show our love and unity for each other and also for praying and 

thanking our Blessed Mother for her guidance, protection and numerous blessings - members are 

encouraged to attend and bring a guest along.  Donations of food/juices/supplies would be most 

welcome.  We also need volunteers to help set up and to clean up after the event.   Set-up for this event 

will be at 2.00 p.m.       

May 10           Annual March for Life event at Parliament Hill, Ottawa.   

 

RESOLUTIONS & LEGISLATION:                      Maria Sol Tellis 

Resolution 2006.04 

Submitted by Ontario Provincial Council 

Renewable Enery-86th National Convention held in Halifax 

 

I know, I know I wrote about this topic in the last newsletter but I just can’t seem to tear myself away 

from this controversial and high profile topic. 

 

U.S. green groups mounted a successful campaign last fall against the oil sands pipeline which resulted 

in President Obama’s administration to deny Keystone XL pipeline to start construction last month. 

As a suave political move, Mr. Obama announced it will delay a decision on Keystone XL by 2013 . 

This buys him enough time to please the environmental groups just before the 2012 election. 

 

Republicans hold 47 of the Senate’s 100 seats. So far, one Democratic senator has signed on to the 

Republican plan, three have backed Keystone XL in principle if it clears environmental hurdles.  Note, 

Keystone’s original request was made in September 2008. 

 

Republicans in the US House of Representatives are also working on their own legislation to advance 

Keystone XL which aims to revive the pipeline within 30 days. 

 

With  the political dance happening in the U.S. our Prime Minister was in Beijing last week signing an 

agreement and touting Canada’s growing energy partnership with China.   

 

Rick Perry. Governor of Texas has this to say “unless Mr. Obama changes his mind or if they find an 

alternate method of getting the pipeline built, all that oil will flow to China, taking with it an all-too-

rare opportunity.”  In short, you snooze, you lose. 
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EDUCATION & HEALTH:                                          Anne Martin 

 

Virtue of the Month:  March – Forgiveness: 

Quote of the Month  

To Err is Human, to Forgive is Divine.   ~ Alexander Pope  

DO YOUR KID’S NEED HOMEWORK HELP?   

Homework Help Website 

http://homeworkhelp.ilc.org 

Sunday to Thursday, 5:30 – 9:30 pm 

Sexting: 

Sexting is the act of sending sexually explicit messages or photographs, primarily between mobile 

phones. The habit of sexting is becoming increasingly prevalent amongst teenagers today. Parents 

should be aware of how their children use the various forms of social media. For tips on how to 

prevent sexting visit: 

http://www.connectsafely.org/Safety-Tips/tips-to-prevent-sexting.html 

COMMUNITY LIFE                                                       Denise Van Veen 

The following is taken directly from CWL Community Life Communique # 6 dated December 13, 

2011 written by Barbara Dowding 

 

Dignity and Rights of Persons: Trafficking, Exploitation, Poverty 

Trafficking of persons appears to be increasing, particularly in regard to farm and domestic workers, 

Aboriginal women and even children. Poverty continues to be the basis for so many other evils, 

especially with the young, not only globally but at home. Immigration issues are ongoing and complex. 

In a recently published report by the Standing Senate Committee on Human Rights, The Sexual 

Exploitation of Children in Canada: the Need for National Action, poverty, homelessness, family 

violence and racism are listed as contributing and compounding factors around the sexual exploitation 

of children 

 

The following is an excerpt from the foreward, “The sexual exploitation of children is a deeply-rooted 

reality in too many Canadian homes, families and communities. It is not at the margins of our society, 

it is at the centre. It happens to children we know – by men and women we know. It deserves greater 

public attention and action. …The committee was told that nowhere is the devastation of sexual 

exploitation more pervasive than among Aboriginal children and youth, who represent over 90% of 

those being exploited in certain cities.... Poverty, drug usage, homelessness, family violence, and 

racism are all contributing factors and compound the urgency of finding real solutions. We are failing 

these children. It is time to take action”. 

 

 

I will be attending a conference given by the Sisters of Loreto on Human Trafficking on March 

24,2012 at  University of St. Michael’s College.  There will be four speaker’s speaking on this issue. 

 

I will give you an update in the May/June newsletter 

http://homeworkhelp.ilc.org/
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE:                                      Jean Fernandes 

Love is calling your children: 

Each of us, as a parent, has an obligation to nurture the budding vocations that God planted in the souls 

of our children.  This is a unique mission: Is.45,4: says and I quote: "I call you by your name"   end of 

quote. Everything starts in the family! It is within the family - very gradually and in the course of daily 

life - that children and adolescents learn to know God and to trust Him. That is where they meet Jesus 

and welcome Him as a Friend. As Fr. David encouraged the members at the last General Meeting, we 

must pray together as a family - children will learn that they are children of God and disciples of the 

King of the Universe.  A young boy or girl asks the question: "Tell me, Jesus, what is my mission?" 

who will answer their question, if not we, the parents? I quote the words of Blessed Pope John Paul II, 

a great friend of youth, "Courage, you people, Christ is calling you and the world awaits you! 

Remember that the kingdom of God needs your generous and total consecration"  Our families should 

be rooted in Christian values through Prayer, the Word of God, Forgiveness and attendance at Holy 

Mass to accomplish this. Another quote: "From a childhood in a warm Christian home, rich in constant 

prayer, children and youth learn to regard their existence as a call to generosity and self-giving" 

Blessed John Paul II, May 23, 1994,Rome. 

 

When we speak of "vocation" we include Marriage; The Ministerial Priesthood, Consecrated Life 

(Nuns-either solitary life, or a communal one), Apostolic celibacy (lay people).  

 

If you are a lady of a "knight" you are receiving the magazine "Columbia" every issue has a story on 

the back page - young men or women joining a religious order. Every one of them is a unique and 

personal story, but all give credit to their spiritual development within their family. I quote from Sister 

Juliett Perez, Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco. "I am grateful that my family always attended Sunday 

Mass, went to the Spanish prayer group at our parish and prayed together. The good example I 

received at home touched me the most - it was important for me to experience forgiveness, love and 

hard work, instead of just hearing about these things... etc. etc." 

                            

PAST PRESIDENT/HISTORIAN:                            Mary Tuccitto 

CWL Items for Purchase:   CWL Blue Scarves $23.00 -- CWL Name Tags $3.50                         

Insignia Pin $4.00  

 

COFFEE MUGS – Please remember, in an effort to reduce waste, members are encouraged to bring 

their own mugs to our monthly meetings.  

 

Your CWL Responsibility  

This year 2012, is an election year and although this important event does not “officially” start till 

September – October, it is never too early for YOU to start searching your heart and thinking about 

how you will contribute to our proud CWL 60 year History, here at St. Joseph’s. In November of this 

year, elections will take place and a new executive will start their work in January of 2013. YOU could 

be on that executive. Every one of us has a special gift or talent to share with others, the question is – 

Are YOU willing?  

Be open to the possibility and let God bring you to that place where you become a part of St. Joseph’s 

CWL History in service “For God and Canada”.  
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Getting involved and being informed is a most rewarding experience. We have several upcoming 

events and two major fundraisers where your participation will result is personal growth as you get to 

know your sisters in the League. The success of these events and the growth of our CWL depends on 

YOU. So come out to our meetings, be informed and read your Canadian League Magazine and St. 

Joseph’s Newsletter and be more than a number and live your calling.   
 

COMMUNICATIONS:                                               Winifred Martin 

 

“When you come to the edge of all the light you know, and are about to step off into the darkness of the 

unknown, Faith is knowing one of two things will happen:  There will be something solid to stand on 

or you will be taught how to fly.” 

                                                              Quote from The Life Guardian – February/March 2012 

 

 

CONDOLENCES: 

 

Our deepest sympathies are extended to: 

Tania Mascarenhas on the death of her father, Peter D’Souza and  

Mena Tuccitto on the death of her father, Antonio Intoci. 

 

May God comfort them in their bereavement. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

March 2012 
March 12-18  Spring Break for schools 

 
March 19  Feast of St. Joseph 

 

March 24  Earth Hour 8:30-9:30pm 

April 2012 
April 1- 8          Holy Week 

 
April 2               St. Joseph Highland Creek Parish Reconciliation 

 

April 8               Easter Sunday, no CWL mass or CWL Welcome Sunday Reception 

 
Tuesday     CWL General Membership Meeting beginning at 7:10 pm 

April 10 Rosary, social time, Business Meeting, Room 2.   DC Resolutions Review, Health and  

  Education/ Resolutions Chairs  presentation, all are welcome to help with the room set up at 
  2:00pm 

     

April 15 Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

April 15             Toronto Diocesan Council Public Speaking Contest (Mary Matthews) at St. Paul the Apostle 

  Parish – Alliston   

 
April 22 Earth Day 

 

April 25 National CWL mass at St. Basil Parish, at 5:10 pm.  All are invited - this mass will  
  be taped. 

 

Wednesday Our Lady of Good Counsel Mass at 7:30 pm followed by a Reception in the Hall – This is a  
April 25 welcome for new members of 2012.   All members are encouraged to attend.  Donations of food 

  for reception are requested.   Set up for this event is at 2:00pm. Please come out and  

  help if you are able to. 

May 2012 
 

Friday/Sat       Toronto Diocesan Council Convention – Mississauga, all encouraged to attend 

May 4/5 
 

May 10            Annual March for Life Event – Parliament Hill, Ottawa 

 
May 13            Mother’s Day, CWL mass at 11am, CWL members are encouraged to bring their Family  

  members and sit in the section marked for CWL. Everyone is invited to a special Welcome 

  Sunday reception, sponsored by St. Joseph’s Youth 
 

May 14           CWL General Membership Meeting beginning at 7:10 pm;  Rosary, social time, Business 

  meeting, Room 2.   May Celebration, membership event TBA.  All are welcome to help set 

  up the room at 2pm. 
 

May 27          Pentecost Sunday 


