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SPIRITUAL ADVISOR:                                  Fr. Francis Folleh, CSSp.                               
 

 

WORKING TOGETHER AS A TEAM 

I am very happy to be here as your spiritual advisor and to work with you as 

a team as you all know that together we can make a difference in our parish 

and in the community. Having said that I believe that with the support and 

willingness, which you all have given before, and continue to give to this 

group we can surely achieve our goal. I so much believe in keeping to 

tradition and with that in mind I want to assure you that we will follow in 

the ways the League has been doing things and if necessary change certain 

areas so as to fulfill the vision and mission of the League founders . It will 

not be easy to achieve what the league will want to do without the co-

operation of each member, I therefore call on your support for the good of 

the group and for all the members. I have come to the realization that in any 

group - be it family or an organization - that whatever affect one member 

will have either a positive or negative effect on the group as well, so it is my 

plea that we all give each other the support we need. There is a saying that 

one tree cannot just make a forest on its own and this is very true for this 

League, in other words, that the executive members will not be able to 

achieve and fulfill their goal if we all do not give them the support they 

need.  It is likewise, that each member's gifts and talents and the individual 

projects if not supported by the group will hardly make any head way alone. 

I call on you therefore, to give that mutual support that the executive 

members will need and which every member will also need in our league 

and by that other people will say see how they all support each other. I pray 

that our mother Mary will continue to intercede for the league to be 

successful in all we plan to do. I am looking forward to working with you 

all. 

 

Fr. Francis Folleh CSSp. your spiritual advisor.  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                         Pat Wilson 

 

We are approaching Elections and it is an exciting time for everyone.  Time 

goes quickly and now the prospect of new beginnings provides us a new 

sense of promise. We look to the future, with each new leadership group. 

We are given the opportunity not only to build on the past but also to expand 

into the future with new ideas, a future that is 6o years young in 2013. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you for the many gifts you bring to 

membership; the fabulous baking, participation as committee members, volunteers for all events 

and projects, faithful attendance at monthly meetings and work as calling committee volunteers, 

keeping people connected. I would also like to thank the many members who work quietly and 

consistently within the Parish and on behalf of the Parish visiting the sick, preparing meals, 

flowers on the alter to mention only a few activities. All of you are my sisters in faith as well as 

sisters in the League.  We are blessed as a Parish community. I apologize in advance, if I have 

missed a particular group or activity, as there are many. Each action or act of kindness so 

valuable in strengthening the sisterhood we treasure. 

 

May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to guide us in selfless generosity as we are called to 

holiness through service to the people of God. 

 

Regards, 

 

Pat Wilson 

2011-2012 

 

PRESIDENT ELECT/MEMBERSHIP:                                 Mary Campanelli 

   

CWL Apple Pie Making Team 

 

A Huge THANK YOU to all our dedicated Ladies, who from August have been magically 

making all the pie dough in preparation for our 3 sessions of pie making.  We had over 35 Ladies 

come out to wash, peel and cut up apples; mix and roll dough; and create, once again, 

togetherness, Sisterhood and Apple Pies.  Thanks to Eral Zong and Lucia Vacca for coordinating 

these events.  For those of you who missed it, Fr. Francis had both hands on deck, washing, 

peeling and cutting apples alongside our Sisters in the League, and I really believe he enjoyed 

himself, thanks Fr. Francis.  We expect to make well over 250 pies again this year, for which 

most have already been spoken for.  Well done Ladies and Fr. Francis!  Plan on attending the 

Bazaar early if you want to get your hands on one of them, as they sell out quickly. 

 

Annual Bazaar – Saturday November 17
th

 from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

 

We need your help again this year for set up on Friday, November 16
th

 from 3:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  

Pat Wilson is the coordinator for this year’s Bazaar.  Let’s support this important fund raiser.  

We are looking forward to spending time together with you on the day of the Bazaar. Whatever  

your contribution, be it to the Bake Table, Treasure Table, Silent Auction or Tea Room, your 

generosity is appreciated.  Proceeds from this fundraising event will be distributed to the various 

Charities and projects in our Community.  Without your efforts, others will not benefit.  Please 

let Pat know if you can help out in any of the various areas………………and start baking, 

baking, baking……… 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

Advent Service Awards and Pot Luck Social – Monday, December 10
th

, 7:00 pm 

 

We will once again celebrate the Advent Season acknowledging our members who have reached 

a milestone in their Service to the Catholic Women’s League.  We have 9 Members this year 

who will be receiving Service Pins.  Please try to attend our end of year celebration and don’t 

forget to bring your favorite dish to share with everyone, and please be generous as this is a 

popular event. 

 

Membership Renewal – is NOW due to National before January 1
st
, 2013 

 

This past year has gone by so quickly and it is Membership Renewal time again, which is due to 

National before January 1, 2013.  Please print and complete the Membership form that is 

attached separately along with this Newsletter, and return it as soon as possible to myself, or to 

the Parish Office.  You may also drop it in the collection basket at any Mass. However, please 

ensure that your envelope is clearly marked “CWL Membership”.  If you are writing a cheque, 

please make it payable to:  St. Joseph’s CWL. 

 

Once again, we have an early bird special this year.  A prize of a $25.00 gift voucher will be 

given to the lucky winner of a draw from renewals received on or before December 10
th

, 2012.  

The lucky draw will take place at our Potluck Advent Social on December 10
th

.  Also, if anyone 

is interested in giving a Membership as a gift, please give me a call at: 416-283-0870 as I have 

gift certificates available.  

 

TREASURER:          Ingrid Stalteri 

 

As I approach the end of my term on the CWL Executive as your Treasurer, I would like to say 

that it has been an extremely challenging but a great learning experience.  We have not come to 

where we are without the efforts, initiatives and hard work of the women who served before us, 

who have brought us to where we are today.  In light of this, we tried to build on this by trying 

some initiatives of our own.  We have had a successful year, keeping within our approved budget 

and were successful in a new process of choosing the charities our council support, allowing 

each member an opportunity to have a voice in the selection process.  I thank the sub-committee 

members for their valuable contribution to this process as well as all the members who provided 

their input in this process.  

  

After the Bazaar in November, cheques will be sent out to the charities chosen by this selection 

process.  With the blessing of our Lady of Good Counsel, we hope the Bazaar will be as 

successful as always. 

 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT                                                         Pat Furtado 

19
th

 Annual InterfaithCelebration –  Friday, October 12: 

On Friday, October, 12, 2012, The Catholic Women’s League of St. Joseph's Highland Creek 

Parish, Scarborough, were once again happy to host their 19th Annual Interfaith Celebration at 

7.30 p.m.  The celebration commenced with a warm welcome and greetings to all, from our 
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President, Pat Wilson and our New Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Francis Folleh.  A special hand-out 

entitled, “Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace” was distributed to all.   During the service, a 

song carrying the same entitlement, “Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace” was also sung 

beautifully by the Choir, conducted by Avrie Johnson and accompanied on the guitar, by Isis 

Rebello.   

Special flyers incorporating our CWL logo, highlighting the current theme of the year, "Centred 

On Faith And Justice", were created and mailed/delivered to the neighbouring churches of 

different denominations and faiths.  However, much focus was laid on the topic, “God the One 

True Light” who makes many lamps shine all over the world.   Emphasis was also laid on how 

God’s light shines on all his children on the earth regardless of their colour, creed or culture, as 

well as the importance of  keeping this light of God alive and burning brightly within each of us 

by our good words, deeds and actions.  Every religion teaches that God, our Creator, is the way, 

the truth and the life, who wants us to translate our faith into action, by showing our love, respect 

and service to our neighbour and to the poor and needy.   

With the above topic in mind, we invited neighbouring churches of different denominations and 

faiths to join this faith journey; either through prayer, reflection, song or dance.  We had approx 

105 attendees join us in our celebration, which saw a good turn-out from the Buddhist and 

Muslim faiths.   For the first time, we were happy to have 2 New Groups join our midst, namely, 

representatives from the Hindu Temple and The Seventh-Day Adventist Church (Scarborough) 

who conveyed their greetings as they shared their faith with us.  Participants were requested to 

cheerfully exchange the following greetings with their neighbour, “May God keep His flame 

burning in you, for all the world to see” which they all did accompanied with a warm big smile.    

When the service concluded, all were invited to our Parish Hall to share a social evening of fun 

and sumptuous treats, as they mingled and exchanged their experiences of faith.  It was a great 

spiritually uplifting evening, to witness people communicate and discuss comfortably with each 

other.    Many acknowledged how Interfaith through prayers, sharing and respect for human life 

and values could pave the way for a healthier and peaceful world.    

Many people shared their flyers with others.   Later on, everyone was asked to participate in 

singing a community building song, which they had fun singing the song along with action. 

Pictures of visitors, members/Parishioners were taken.  Many conveyed their thanks for a well 

organized and wonderful evening of caring and sharing and are definitely looking forward to 

being part of this celebration next year. 

 CWL Mass for our deceased Executive Member –  Denise Van Veen: 

 There will be a mass offered for the departed soul of Denise Van Veer, our Executive Member 

(Community Life Chair), on Saturday, December 1, 2012, at 9.00 a.m. in our Parish.  All 

members and Parishioners are invited to attend and pray that God may rest her soul in peace and 

paradise.  

 



5 

 

 CWL Advent Retreat – Saturday, December 8: 

 This serves as advance information to enable you to block your diary and plan your day as well.  

 Come join us for a CWL Advent Retreat, at our Parish, on Saturday, December 8, 2012, from 

9.00 a.m. to 3 p.m.  The retreat will commence in our Parish Hall, after the 9.00 a.m. mass.  All 

CWL members, Parishioners and guests are invited.  We would recommend Pre-registration to 

help us organize the day.  While tea/coffee will be served free, kindly bring your brown bag 

lunch.  A donation of $5.00 will be appreciated, which will go towards the Parish Building Fund. 

 Please do bring your Bible with you and experience a spiritual revival, as you learn amazing 

facts about our Biblical sisters of the old testament.  For pre-registration or any other 

information, please contact Pat Wilson at (416) 286-4087 or Patricia Furtado at (416)-724-8570. 

 For additional information kindly refer to the flyer in the narthex. 

RESOLUTIONS & LEGISLATION:                                       Maria Sol Tellis 

 

In just a few weeks, a new executive team will be leading our council for 2013-2014. I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all my sisters in the league who have helped me understand 

and fulfill the duties of the Resolutions Chair. 

 

Resolution 2010.01- Chrysotile Asbestos is close to my heart. I reported on this topic last year 

and I am thrilled to report that something good has happened. 

Background info: This resolution has resolved to stop the export and ban the mining of  

Chrysotile by 2015  
 

The Jeffrey Asbestos Mining has been  idle since 2010 and is the last asbestos mining company 

in Canada. They were hoping to receive an infusion of $58 million loan but with the election of 

the PQ, that dream has been dashed.  Premier Pauline Marois has other plans for the $58 million 

loan.  The loan will used  toward economic diversification to help the 500 unemployed mining 

employees. 

Is this a miracle or what!!!!! 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DENISE VAN VEEN 

August 18, 1950 – August 2, 2012 

tel:%28416%29%20286-4087
tel:%28416%29-724-8570
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EDUCATION                                                                                       Anne Martin 
 

Students in the Parish schools are encouraged to participate in a variety of contests. Information 

packages have been shared with the schools.  The deadlines for the contests are noted below.  

 

Jean McCann Service Award 

 Parish Level – No later than Sunday, February 24, 2013. 

 Regional Level – No later than Monday, March 18, 2013. 

 Archdiocesan Level – No later than Sunday, April 14, 2013. 

 

Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contest (Gr. 7 & 8) 
 Parish Level – to be completed by February 24, 2013 

 Regional Level – to be completed by March 18, 2013 

 Archdiocesan Contest – April 14, 2013. 

 

Mary Dobell Pro-Life Essay and Poetry Contest 

 Deadline for submissions – Friday, March 22, 2013. 

 

 

St. Michael’s Scholarship – applications to be submitted by April 15, 2013.  

 

Any parishioner wishing more information on any of these contests can contact the 

Education Chair at CWLEdstjoes@gmail.com 
 

 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE:                                                           Jean Fernandes                                               

 

Dear Members of the CWL:  My section is "Christian Family Life" 

As you listen to my reports on the activities under my Chair at the General Meetings, I shall 

write something different for this Newsletter which, I hope, will be of interest to you. 

 

SEED THOUGHTS:  (based on an article by Lynette Hagin) 

Do you want to be successful in life? You may say: what a dumb question! Of course, we all 

want to be successful. So, I ask you another question: "Are you following the Bible's principles 

for attaining success?  After the death of Moses, God spoke to Joshua, and gave him instructions 

for leading the children of Israel. God told Joshua, "Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the 

time has come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan River into the land I 

am giving them. I promise you what I promised Moses:  "Wherever you set foot, you will be on 

land I have given you - from the Negev wilderness in the south to the Lebanon Mountains in the 

north, from the Euphrates River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the west, including all the 

land of the Hittites". No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. For I will be 

with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you. Be strong and courageous.... 

(Joshua 1:2-6 ). However, this promise was followed by Instructions Chap.1: 7-9.  - read this 

passage from your Good News Bible.  Spend some time meditating on the Word of God.  Joshua 

was to follow the Word that would help and lead him and his people to the Promised Land - a set 

of instructions; Joshua studied the Book of the Law continually. We must study the Word of God 

mailto:CWLEdstjoes@gmail.com
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to be successful in life - attending Mass weekly is a must;  try to recite the rosary daily if 

possible -  spend time reading the Bible - God's word speaks to us in all our life's situations. 

Allow the Holy Spirit to enlighten your understanding of the Scriptures. God wants you to live a 

successful life - it is yours for the asking if you will only follow His word and live it !! 

God bless you! 

 

Following our general meeting on Tuesday, 9th October, Denise Gracias spoke on "Euthanasia" 

and provided the members present with information that I believe would be of interest to you all. 

To obtain the document titled: "Life Protecting Power of Attorney for personal care" go to email: 

info@epcc.ca 

Telephone: 1 877 439 3348    www.alexschdenbergblogspot.com 

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS:        Winifred Martin 

 

As this is the last newsletter that I shall be producing for the membership, I would like to take the 

opportunity to thank the members who put me in office.  It has been an extremely challenging 

term but I have learned a lot.  Our lives must be a beacon for others and in saying this I challenge 

each and every member to live out their role on this earth.  In doing so, remember, human 

relationships are fragile and need to be nurtured and protected from disrespect.  A lot can be 

achieved through diplomacy and by recognizing talents in others and allowing them to use those 

talents.  In the 36 years with the Catholic Women’s League I have had the opportunity to 

experience some very good years which more than make up for the negative years.   Once again, 

my thanks to those who supported the 2011-2012 executive.  God bless you in all future 

endeavours of this council. 

                            

PAST PRESIDENT/HISTORIAN:                                                   Mary Tuccitto 
 

This November/December Newsletter marks the last time I will address you as your Past 

President/Historian. I fully enjoyed my six years or service as an executive member and look 

forward to passing on the torch. Throughout my years of being a League member and with each 

position held, I have been blessed with an opportunity for personal growth, both spiritually and 

intellectually. I have been inspired by your many talents and gifts which you unselfishly shared 

and continue to share with your CWL sisters and   have been humbled by the joy with which we 

pray. It has been an incredible journey, one which I will treasure always.  

 

I served in the following positions throughout my tenure: 2007 – 2008 as Christian Family Life 

Chair, 2009 – 2010 as President and 2011 – 2012 as Past President /Historian. I am grateful for 

the love and support offered to me through the years and I wish to thank every one of our 

members who gave of their time, energy, talents, gifts, friendship, support, smiles, hugs, 

encouragement and on and on.  

 

During my term as President, my mantra was “Don’t change what you do best, do what you 

do best, better”.  This mantra allowed me to give our members the freedom and support needed 

to continue the good work which had already been established at St. Joseph’s. In return, my two 

year term was tremendously joyful and rewarding.  I moved on and embraced the position of 

Past President/Historian wholeheartedly, prepared to fully support the 2011 – 2012 executive 
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team. Thank you to Pat and her executive for two years of dedication and hard work.  A special 

thank you to Fr. David Okenyi for his 8 years of service as our Spiritual Advisor and a warm 

welcome to Fr. Francis Folleh our new Spiritual Advisor, as he guides us into the future, 

ensuring the health of our council.  

 

Change and adaptability are the essential elements for prosperity. Look to the past for advice and 

tap into a wealth of experience, while incorporating the suggestions of our members, in order to 

help us continue to grow and improve. With this message in mind, I would like to welcome the 

incoming 2013 – 2014 executive team and all those who will follow through the years. Take up 

the torch and commit to this opportunity to serve your Sisters in the League!  You will be 

amazed by the many blessings that service to others provides. Work as a team and lean on your 

CWL sisters, both existing and new! Remember to always be joyful and smile as pink pigs do 

fall from the sky and May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide and protect us all as we celebrate 

our 60
th

 anniversary of service “For God and Canada” at St. Joseph’s Parish.  

 

 

CWL Items for Purchase:   CWL Blue Scarves $23.00 -- CWL Name Tags $3.50  
 

COFFEE MUGS – Members are encouraged to bring their own mugs to the meetings.  

 

Pray for our Sisters in the League- Continue to Pray for Good Health for our CWL Sisters and 

their families. If you know of any of our Sisters in the League, who are ill please contact: Mary 

Campanelli 
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January 2012 

 

    Mon. January 14:  General Meeting in Room 2. 7:10pm Rosary 

 

 

     Saturday, January 19: Scarborough Regional Winter Event – Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Church, 131 Birchmount Road, Scarborough 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


