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A Message from the Spiritual Advisor         Fr. Francis Folleh, CSSp. 
 

I want to encourage all the members especially in this season of lent to continue 

the great work each one of you are doing. The little things we do for the League, 

for the parish and for the community and for the families is a way of making known 

to others our conviction that we are called to serve, to share and to show to others 

what God has done for us. The sacrificies which all of you undertake to make the 

CWL in St. Joseph's parish a better, loving and caring community is a commitment 

which will bear much fruits in the future that will benefits all in this community. I 

take this opportunity therefore to wish you a prayerful lenten season and a joyful 

Easter celebration to come. 

 

A Message from the President                                   Mary C. 
 

My Sisters in the League.  The Lenten Season has commenced and this is a great 

time to reflect on the 40 days our Lord spent in Prayer.  We should use this time of 

Prayer to attend any Lenten talks our Parish and other Parishes are offering to 

give us a deeper understanding and meaning of what our Faith is and to hear 

God’s words in a new meaning.  As we go through this Lenten time up to Easter, 

we are reminded of the passion of Jesus and how much God so loved us that he 

sent his only Son to die for us.  We need to pray for strength and will power to be 

able to fast, forgive, be patient, have humility and love for all our Neighbours.  

May God Bless you and your families this Easter. 

 

A Message from the President Elect/  

Organization & Membership                                        Denise G.                

 
NEW MEMBERS 

A warm welcome to the following new members: Mathilda Gracias, Ana Maria 
Neilson, Jeannette McLeod,Blossom Dias and Susanne Leitmann 
 



TORONTO DIOCESAN COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT DAY: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2013 This year, Development 
Day was held at Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Parish.  The day began with Mass followed by 2 
Workshops.  1st workshop, “We Have Seen the Lord”,  was conducted by Betty Anne Brown Davidson. The 2nd 
workshop was “Laughter – Good for Body and Soul”. Seven members from St. Joseph’s CWL attended this 
event.   

In photo: Irene D., Margaret W., Mary C., Mary T. and Betty Anne 
Brown D., National President. 
 
CATCH THE FIRE: SATURDAY, APRIL 20TH, 2013-02-22-
SOLDOUT-The“Catch the Fire” Training Workshop was 
presented by the Toronto Diocesan Council on Saturday, April 
20th at Precious Blood Parish.  This workshop was designed to 
renew members’ enthusiasm for the League, introduce the 
League to new members and answer questions for those 
contemplating membership.  
 

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL MASS: FRIDAY,  APRIL 26TH, 2013  
We will be celebrating the feast of our Patroness, Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, with mass celebrated by our Spiritual Advisor, 
Fr. Francis Folleh, at 7.30 p.m. on Friday, April 26th  St. Joseph’s 
Parish. On this evening we will also welcome 22 new CWL 

members to our Parish Council.  A reception will follow in the hall and your generous contribution of goodies is 
always welcome. Show your support and solidarity to all, especially the new members by attending our special 
mass to our Patroness and bring a friend.  For further details, call: Mary C. or Denise G.  
 
92ND

 TORONTO DIOCESAN CONVENTION – MONDAY, APRIL 29TH
 AND TUESDAY APRIL 30TH  

This annual event will take place at the Doubletree International Plaza Hotel, 655 Dixon Road. The theme is 
“We Have Seen the Lord ......In the Faces of Many”. This is one of the opportunities for you to come join your 
sisters in the League and to learn more about the League.  Resolution Dialogue will take place on Monday 
morning – learn more about this process and listen to speakers.  Opening mass will be on Monday at 1:30 p.m.  
This is an election year for new Executive Officers for the Toronto Diocesan Council.  Closing banquet is on 
Tuesday at 6:00 pm. 
 
Once again this year Scarborough Region will be looking after Decorations. If you are interested in helping with 
this endeavour, give us a call.   
 
Cost to attend this convention is subsidized by our council for our members. If you are interested in attending, 
both days, one of the days or dinner only, give us a call ASAP – Denise G. 
 
SCARBOROUGH REGION CWL SPRING MEETING – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21ST

 7:00 P.M. 
This meeting will take place at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish (131 Birchmount Rd.). Mass is at 7:00 p.m. 
followed by meeting in the hall. We encourage you to attend this informative meeting and meet the ladies from 
the 10 Parish Councils in Scarborough as well as the Toronto Diocesan Council Executives.  All members are 
welcome to attend this meeting.   
 
60TH ANNIVERSARY FUND RAISER - LINE DANCING (Church Hall), Saturday, May 11th 6:30 pm all are 
welcome - $5.00 each - snacks included.  Come and get to know your Parishioners, all are welcome, bring your 
Partners and let's have some fun.  Save the date. More info to follow. 
 



ANNUAL CWL CELEBRATION SOCIAL - Saturday, May 25th,  $20.00/person - Lunch is at 12:30 pm in the 
Church Hall - We will be having a Fashion Show, seating is limited, so don't miss out on this fun 
afternoon.  Save the date. More info to follow. 
 
Please contact me if you have not received “The Canadian League” Magazine volume 89/No.1/Winter 2013 
 

A Message from Spiritual Development                                                          Cheryl K. 
The first time someone handed me Rosary beads was when I was a non-Catholic many years ago.  My only 
contemplation was, “How am I going to get my head through that small opening?”  My silly assumption has 
given way to pondering its mystery. 
 
The Rosary is prayer.  It is vocal prayer and mental prayer.  Vocal prayer has been very accessible to even 
unlettered people due to its repetitive nature, especially the recitation of the Hail Mary’s.  Mental prayer is the 
meditation on the Mysteries of the life, death, and glory of Jesus Christ and Mary, his most Holy Mother.  
Mental prayer is also a reflection on the principle virtues practiced by Mary and Jesus.  Since the year 1214, 
when the Church was given the Rosary by St. Dominic, it has been prayed in earnest for the conversion of 
sinners. 
 
Rosary beads are not meant to accessorize necks or rear views, as the case may be.  Rather, they center us in 
Holy Prayer that is vocal, mental and powerful.  We touch, we say and we visualize as our senses give us the 
occasion to let ‘wistful wonder’ tear at our hearts.  
 
FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH, the Patron Saint of our Parish, is being celebrated on March 19, 2013 at 7:30 pm. 
 
PRAY THE ROSARY ON GOOD FRIDAY for peace in the world and for the return of moral values.  Let’s 
join our prayers with countless others, a most powerful prayer on a most holy day, March 29, 2013 between 
12:00 and 3:00. 

 

A Message from Christian Family Life                                                             Irene D. 
The annual Spiritual Bouquet for the Ordinandi was presented at the Ordinandi Dinner on March 5, 2013. This 
event was attended by approximately 1400 people and had been sold out for some time.  The participation of 
parishioners, schools and various ministries was  wonderful. Total collection for our part of the Spiritual 
Bouquet includes: 682 Masses, 710 Communions, 689 Rosaries, 56 Eucharistic Adorations, 190 Stations of the 
Cross, 106 Acts of Penance, 25 Sacrifices, 16560 Prayers, 152 Visits to the Blessed Sacrament, 16 Novenas, 29 
other commitments.   
 
The participating schools were Cardinal Leger, St. Brendan, St. Dominic Savio, St. Jean de Brebeuf.  
Twenty Four volunteers graciously assisted with the collection of signatures at the four masses on the weekend 
of February 2nd. and 3rd. Thank You. 
 
This spiritual Bouquet was presented by the Toronto Diocesan CWL President Mary Hawkley. She presented 
the totals of the commitments from CWL in Toronto Region, Peel Region, Northern Region, Durham Region, 
Scarborough Region (of which we are one of 10 parishes in Scarborough who have a CWL), Humber Valley 
Region and North York Region. This collection of commitments resulted in a HUGE Spiritual Bouquet for 
presentation at the dinner and represented the appreciation felt for the commitment of the Ordinandi and their 
vocation. 
I would like to graciously thank everyone who has participated in any way with this project. I truly appreciate 
all of the help and support I received with my first project as Christian Family Life Chair. Thanks! 



 
Family Day was February 18: A day to think of the true value of family. Families can be a combination of 
nuclear family unit, church family, school family, neighborhood family and work family. In a perfect world we 
will all work together and support each other in dealing with issues such as bullying, stress, addictions, and the 
many other problems society must deal with in these times. We pray God will help us all work together to make 
the world a better place for all mankind. 
 
This is the time of year when we do the check list of financial planning, taxes etc. It is also a good time to check 
if our wills and living wills are up to date.     
 
DEFUND ABORTION RALLY – TORONTO – 19/MARCH/2013 
Campaign Life Coalition’s Youth division has organized a major Defund Abortion Rally at Queen’s Park for 
Tuesday March 19, from 12 noon to 2pm. The organization informs us that Ontario taxpayers currently pay at 

least $30‐50 million every year to subsidize the cost of medically unnecessary, elective abortions. For that 
amount, our health care system could hire over 200 family doctors, or 400 nurses, or purchase 20 MRI 

machines or provide therapy to 500 additional autistic kids each year. Please join pro‐lifers on Tuesday, March 
19th from 12noon – 2pm at the provincial legislature in Toronto to ask our MPPs to defund elective abortion. 
For more Information, visit www.campaignlifecoalition.com/defund. 
 
MARCH FOR LIFE – OTTAWA – 9/MAY/2013 
The 2013 National March For Life to demand legal protection for children who are still in the womb will 
occur on Thursday May 9 in Ottawa, Ontario. The main event is the actual march through the streets of Ottawa, 
but there will a huge Pro-life Youth Conference on Friday May 10.  There is bus trip departing from St. 
Boniface (20 Markanna Drive) that costs $35.  If you are interested, please call Denise Gracias at 416-290-6965 
(or Irene Dillabough at 416-284-6354). For more information, please visit the website 
(http://www.campaignlifecoalition.com). 

A Message from Community Life                                                                         Collette A. 
Share Lent is DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE's annual fundraising campaign. This year they celebrate the 
inherent dignity of all human beings.   
 
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE's 90 partners spread across some 20 countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America 
and the Middle East, enhance human dignity in the world. 
 
Through your generous donations to DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE, you are helping to build a more just world. 
 

During Share Lent and with the help of available online tools you can start your own online fundraising page, or 

team up with your family, friends, schoolmates or co-workers and fundraise together!  Get started by visiting 

devp.org/thinkfast 

 

Human Trafficking 

Joy Smith is Canada’s leading advocate against Human Trafficking.  She has worked with many Canadians to 

pass important legislation to combat Human Trafficking.  Bill C-268 ensured minimum sentencing of five to six 

years for anyone guilty of trafficking someone 18 years of age or younger.  Bill C-310, Passed earlier in 2012 

ensures that Canadian residents who are guilty of trafficking abroad can be brought back to Canada and tried 

under Canadian law.   



 

In a recent communication she urges supporters to continue to be involved and support this important cause. 

If you wish to be informed on developments relating to subject, please provide your full name and email 

address to joy.smith@parl.gc.ca, with the subject line: “Target the Market Contact Information”.  

 

A Message from Communications                                                                              Katie W. 
Earlier in February I sent out an email to inform our Sisters of the urgent message sent to us by Cecile Miller, 
our National Chairperson of Communications regarding the new Canadian Radio-television 
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) rules and its effect on Vision TV, as the deadline for intervention 
was February 27, 2013.  
 
Under new CRTC rules, cable and satellite providers can remove Vision TV from the basic package (12 cents 
per month per subscriber). “This means that Vision TV may suddenly become very difficult for you to find and 
access. Likely you will have to pay more and not all the programs you love may be available to you.” 
(visiontv.ca)  
 
Vision TV has applied to the CRTC for continued distribution through basic cable and satellite services. A 
campaign called “Protect Your Vision” has been launched. If you would like to see Vision TV’s application 
accepted, please help by following any/all of the suggestions offered on the Vision TV website.  
-Call and write a letter to the CRTC, and copy ZoomerMedia Limited.  
-Call and write your local member of parliament (MP), and copy ZoomerMedia Limited.  
-Call and write your cable or satellite provider, and copy ZoomerMedia Limited.  
-Get the conversation started in your own community.  
-Submit your comments and/or letter directly to the CRTC through its website (crtc.gc.ca).  
 

A Message from Education & Health                                                                Jackie N. 
As a follow up to Sr. Marianne’s talk  “Working in Palliative Care” you might like to visit the following 
websites for more information. 
 
-Palliative and end-of-life care      www.hc-sc.ca/hcs-sss/palliat/index-eng.php 
-Federal Government Announces Investment to Support Palliative Care 
www.hc-sc/aha-asc/media/nr-cp/_2012/2012-94-eng.php 
 
April is Cancer Awareness month.  The Canadian Cancer Society has developed over 50 publications on 
cancer related topics – how to reduce your risk, when you’ve had a diagnosis, managing during treatment, and 
living with and beyond cancer.  These publications are in fifteen languages.  For more information phone 416 
488-5400, or visit www.cancer.ca/ontario/about%20us/our%20locations/od-toronto%20 
 
The Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contest was held at Cardinal Leger Catholic School on February 12, 
2013.  The contestants were from St. Dominic Savio and Cardinal Leger.  The winner was Nyat Ghilazghi, 
who spoke on the topic of Bulimia Nervosa.  The runner-up was Corrina Malfatti, who talked about Social 
Networking.  Thanks to the judges Suanne O’Neill, Jean Fernandes and Eral Zong, the timekeeper Miss 
O’Connor, all the contestants and the teachers who helped prepare them.  A special thanks to Mr. Samler for 
hosting the contest at Cardinal Leger. 



  
Picture 1: (left to right) front row: Jestan T., Corrina M., Holley M. ,Nyat G. (with trophy), Brianna M. back row: Jackie N., 

Eral Z., Jean F., Suanne O. 
 

Picture 2: Judges (left to right) Jean F., Suanne O., Eral Z. 

 
The Scarborough Region Contest took  place on March 10, 2013, 3:00-5:00 p.m. at St Bartholomew’s Church, 
and was a huge success, resulting in one Scarborough student to represent our Region at the Toronto Diocesan 
Contest on Sunday April 14th at St. Leo Parish in Whitby.  All are invited to attend. Come and be amazed by the 
varied and interesting topics about which the students choose to speak. 
 
 
Deadlines   Applications for St. Michael’s Scholarship     Friday March 22, 2013 
                    Mary Dobell Pro-Life Essay & Poetry Contest      Friday March 22,2013 
         CWL National Bursary        May 31, 2013 
 
For information on any of the above contact Jackie Nicholson at jackienich@rogers.com 
 
CWL Book Club March   The School of Essential Ingredients by Erica Bauermeister  
       April  The Distant Hours by Kate Morton 
 
For more information please call Justine Csenge at 416 284-8693. 
 
Scripture Mini Series 
The History Channel will be showing a mini series retelling Scripture from the story of Noah to the 
Resurrection.  There will be five two hour shows beginning Sunday March 3 and ending Easter Sunday. 

 

A Message from Resolution & Legislation                                                           Eileen D. 
Resolutions being presented for considerations at this year’s Toronto Diocesan Convention on April 29th and 
April 30th are as follows: 
Toronto Diocesan 2013.01 – Reduce the Stigma Attached to Mental Illness 
Toronto Diocesan 2013.02 – Rights for Seasonal Agricultural Workers  
 
Note:  Resolution 2013.02 is a rewrite of last year’s 2012.01 which was returned by the Ontario Provincial 
Council Resolution Committee for further work. 
 



A full reading of these Resolutions will take place at our General Meeting on April 8th for our councils 
instructed vote.  The Resolution Dialogue Session will take place on Monday, April 29th prior to the start of the 
convention at 10:00 a.m. before the opening Mass. 
 
Legislation Communique No.3 from Ann Gorman states: 
“Motion M-408 to Condemn Discrimination Against Females Occurring Through Sex-Selective Pregnancy 
Termination:  This motion is sponsored by MP Mark Warawa (Langley) it states “That the House condemn 
discrimination against females occurring through sex-selection pregnancy termination.”  Letters may be sent to 
Minister of Health Hon. Leona Aglukkag.” 
Resolution 2004.01 Protection of Human Life - go to www.cwl.ca for more information under Resolutions by 
Year. 

 

A Message from the Chair of St. Joseph’s CWL 60
th

 Anniversary Celebration  

Past President                                                                                                          Mary T. 
Our 60th Anniversary Celebration of CWL service at St. Joseph’s Parish will soon be upon us. As chair of this 
important milestone, I thought to share with you some details of this upcoming event. Our “official” Celebration 
will take place on Saturday, November 9th commencing with Holy Mass at 11:00 am followed by a Luncheon in 
the hall.  
 
The big news is that our CWL National President, Mrs. Betty Anne Brown Davidson has been formally invited 
and she has accepted! This is a great honour, so mark your calendars and plan to attend. Invitations with all the 
information for your participation will be mailed in the upcoming months. 
 
In the meantime, we are proud to announce that a committee has been formed to develop the Betty Anne Brown 

Davidson Award of Honour. This will become an annual St. Joseph’s award and it is named in honour of our 
National President of whom we are very proud. For those who may not know, Betty Anne started her CWL 
career here at St. Joseph’s Parish as a member and then going on to be President (1978 -1979). She has also 
served as Scarborough Regional Chair, Toronto Diocesan President, and Provincial President and now in 2013, 
National President, not to mention having held many positions on the various executives at all levels.  
 
The nomination form and criteria will be available to you in our next CWL parish newsletter, May/June issue, 
along with all the information, so look for it and submit a candidate.  
 

Need Your Stories 
For this special occasion, we are also in the process of putting together a commemorative booklet with your 
good news stories. In keeping with our national theme “We Have Seen The Lord” which was set by our 
National President for her two year term, we would like to hear your stories of a time or place when you saw 
The Lord in someone who touched you. . Sharing the goodness of The Lord in our lives, will be a wonderful 
keepsake for all our members to enjoy for years to come.  
 
Please keep your stories short (under 150 words) and submit them to me, along with your name to be published 
no later than September 15th.  
 
Forward your stories to Mary T. and please enter “CWL Stories” in the subject line.  
 

 

 

 



Prayers for our Sisters in the League 
For the Deceased  
Eternal Rest, grant unto them and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Our 
condolences to our Sisters in the League who have had a death in their family. 

 

Please Remember 
• Members are encouraged to bring their own mugs to the meetings. 

• Donations of extra blank cards and blank birthday cards are welcomed and appreciated. 

• Donations of your extra Rosaries are welcomed. 

• Milk bags are being collected and passed onto children at St. Brendan's school to be used in the project 
of  making sleeping bags for people in Haiti. Contributions are appreciated.  

 

CWL Items for Purchase 
CWL Blue Scarves $23.00  -   CWL White Name Tags $3.50  -  CWL Insignia Pins $4.00 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
March 19 (Tuesday)  St. Joseph’s Feast Celebration – 7:30 pm 
March 21 (Thursday) Scarborough Region Spring General – 7:00 p.m. Immaculate Heart of Mary – 

Kingston Rd/Birchmount.  All members are welcome to attend. 
March 23 (Saturday) Earth Hour – 8:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
April 1 (Monday) Toronto Diocesan Council – Patricia Beattie Mentoring Award Deadline for 

Nominations 
April 2 (Tuesday) Deadline for Registration – Toronto Diocesan Convention, Monday, April 29th  & 

Tuesday 30th  
April 5 (Friday) Deadline for Registration for the Banquet - Convention 
April 8 (Monday) General Meeting – Room 2–Rosary 7:10– Social/Meeting 
April 10 (Wednesday) June Hertiage Day Planning Meeting – Room 2 at 7:30 – all are welcome to 

come and join us in the planning 
April 14 (Sunday) CWL Mass 11:00 – Welcome Sunday – set up 10:00 need your help and goodies 

– sit together and wear CWL scarf if you have one 
April 14 (Sunday) Mary Matthews Public Speaking – Toronto Diocesan Council – at St. Leo Parish 

in Oshawa 1:00-4:00 all are welcome to attend this event 
April 15 (Friday) Deadline for Applications – St. Michael’s Scholarships 
April 20 (Saturday) Earth Day 
April 26 (Friday) Our Lady of Good Counsel Mass and New Members Celebration at St. 

Joseph’s 7:30 Mass – Reception to follow in the Hall – set up 2:00 p.m.  
Members are encouraged to attend this special mass and celebration  

April 29th & 30th 92nd Toronto Diocesan Convention – Doubletree Int. Plaza Hotel, Toronto 
Airport – all members encouraged to attend -  Registration is a must.  
Contact Denise Gracias ASAP 

May 9 (Thursday) March for Life – Parliament Hill – Ottawa – there will be buses organized by 
various Parishes – cost @35.00 – contact Denise Gracias/Irene Dillabough 

May 11 (Saturday) 60th Anniversary Fund Raising – Line Dancing (Hall) 6:30 p.m. all are 
welcome – entrance fee of $5.00 – snacks included – bring a friend – join the 
fun! 

May 12 (Sunday) CWL Mass only – Mother’s Day 



May 13 (Monday) General Meeting – Room 2 – Rosary 7:10-Social/Meeting 
May 25 (Saturday) Annual CWL Social – Lunch and Fashion Show – $20.00 each - 12:30 pm 

(Hall) – Join us for a fun afternoon – all are welcome – bring a friend.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


