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A Message from the Spiritual Advisor         Fr. Francis Folleh, CSSp. 
On behalf on Fr. Francis he would like to wish everyone all the best as we begin 

the 2014 year! 
 

 

 

A Message from the President                                   Mary  
 
Sisters in the League, 

 

I would like to wish everyone a Very Happy New Year!!  As we embrace another 

New Year, let us not forget to count each and every Blessing we will receive this 

year.  

 

I especially reflect back to a few weeks ago when myself and my family were 

affected by the ice storm.  We were particularly grateful to friends who sheltered 

us in this time of our need, when we had no power and heat.  We were able to 

“come in from the cold”, have a warm shower and hot food to eat.  This is what it 

is all about.  “Friends helping friends”.  This is what “The Catholic Women’s 

League” is all about.  Please reach out and help someone in need, you will be 

surprised how it will make you feel.  ☺ 

 

I am positive that our Council will be just as successful in 2014 and it was last 

year, but as always, nothing can be done without YOU, the members.  So, I look 

forward to all the events we have planned for this year and encourage you all to 

come out and participate to build a stronger St. Josephs Parish and Community.   

 

God Bless 
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A Message from the President Elect/  

Organization & Membership                                                            Denise  
NEW MEMBERS:  
A warm welcome is extended to our new members. Elizabeth Cogger-Hills, Jackie Joachim, Lois Jordan  
 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2014 - NOW OVER DUE!   
Please submit your renewal form together with your payment of $25.00 ASAP. You can drop it off at the Parish 
Office or in the collection basket at all Masses in the envelope marked “St. Joseph’s Catholic Women’s League 

Membership”. Be sure to fill out the information.  Please let us know you change your address or phone# so that 
National will have the correct information. 

Development Day– Saturday, February 15, 2014- presented by the Toronto Diocesan Council is on Saturday, 
February 15th -9am till 3pm.atPortuguese Cultural Centre, 767 Simcoe Road, Bradford, ON. The theme for the 
morning workshop is “We Have Seen the Lord in Gathering Around the Hearth”. The Presenters are Dr. 
Connie Price and Laurie van den Hurk. 
 
The cost is $10.00 but FREE to our members as it is covered by our council.  Remember to bring a brown bag 
lunch. This is a popular event and pre-registration is a MUST. If you would like to register, please contact Lucia 
Vacca at lucia.vacca@sympatico.ca or phone  . Deadline date is  February 1, 2014. 
 
Congratulations to the following members who were awarded their service pins:  
40 Years of Service:  Judith; Vilma; and Ann  
 
25 Years of Service: Mary and Lillian  
 
10 Years of Service: Monica; Marianne; Costanza; Elma; Paola; and Giovanna  
 
Barbara, who completed 40 years of Service, and Fran, who completed 10 years of Service were unable to 
attend the celebration to receive their well-deserved Service Pin. These will be given on a later date.  
 

A Message from the Treasurer       Therese  
2013 had  been a successful year for all of us, meeting our financial goals of providing for our charities from 
our two major fundraising events: Highland Creek Festival in June and our recent Fall Bazaar in November.  
Summarized below is the result of the bazaar, with a net income of $6,285.00 
Vendor’s Bazaar $   480 Silent Auction $     227 

Bake Sale $   760 Treasures’ Table $     831 

International/Tea $ 1,486 Total  Revenue $  7,012 

Raflle $    424 Less: Expenses $     727 

Apple Pies $ 2,804 Net Income $  6,285 

We are hopeful that 2014 will bring us more opportunities to extend our assistance to as many agencies and  
charities in need. 
 

A Message from Spiritual Development                                                                Tania  
When Mary asked me to be part of the Executive Committee, I was really apprehensive about what it would 
entail being Spiritual Development convenor as I do not consider myself a very spiritual person even though me 
and my family live the faith and do everything we think is required to be good Catholics.  I prayed about this as 
Mary had, and decided to give it a try. I have had tremendous help from many of the current and past executive 
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members and thank them for the same. We begin this year with the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and 
also observe World Day of Prayer on March 7th this year. 

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together to 
observe a common day of prayer each year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing relationship in 
prayer and service.  

• It is a movement initiated and carried out by women in more than 170 countries and regions.  
• It is a movement symbolized by an annual day of celebration – the first Friday of March – to which all 

people are welcome. We will let you know the venue when it becomes available. 
• It is a movement which brings together women of various races, cultures, and traditions in closer 

fellowship, understanding, and action throughout the year.  

Through World Day of Prayer, women around the world  

• affirm their faith in Jesus Christ  
• share their hopes and fears, their joys and sorrows, their opportunities and needs  

Through World Day of Prayer, women are encouraged  

• to become aware of the whole world and no longer live in isolation  
• to be enriched by the faith experience of Christians of other countries and cultures  
• to take up the burdens of other people and pray with and for them  
• to become aware of their talents and use them in the service of society  
• Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that prayer and action are inseparable and both have 

immeasurable influence in the world.  

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY  
January 18 - 25, 2014   
“Has Christ been Divided?”  
Come and join us in an ecumenical prayer service with His Emi-nence Thomas Cardinal Collins, Anglican 
Archbishop Colin John-son, Slovak Catholic Bishop John Pazak, Anglican Bishop Mark MacDonald and other 
city-wide religious leaders on:  
Sunday, January 26, 2014  at 3:00 p.m.  
St. Paul’s Basilica, 83 Power Street  (1 block east of Queen and Parliament Sts.)  
Homilist: Anglican Bishop right Reverend Mark MacDonald (Canada’s first National Indigenous Bishop  
 

A Message from Christian Family Life                                                                      Irene  
Upcoming: Family Day is February 17, 2014. A wonderful opportunity to share with our families. 
 
Spiritual Bouquet for the Ordinandi.  March4.2014 ( banquet) 
The annual spiritual  bouquet  is a collection of masses, Eucharists,  prayers, adorations, rosaries, stations of the 
cross. etc. for the intentions of the Ordinandi of 2014 (soon to be ordained priests). This spiritual bouquet will 
be presented at the banquet on March 4, 2014 on behalf of St. Joseph’s. The deadline for submissions to the 
bouquet is February 25, 2014. I will be asking for help to collect pledges. More information and details will 
follow shortly.   
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A Message from Community Life                                                                        Collette  
Pope Francis speaks out on human trafficking 

While speaking to a group of diplomats on December 12, 2013, the Pope dedicated his entire talk to 
human trafficking, here are some excerpts of his comments in the speech he made to the group: 

Pope Francis said, human trafficking is  “an issue that worries me very much and today is threatening people’s 

dignity.” 

Every country in the world is touched in some way by this new form of slavery, which often targets the most 

vulnerable members of society: women, children, the disabled, the poor and people from broken homes or other 

difficult situations, he said. 

Even those who have no religious beliefs should be concerned about victims of human trafficking out of pure 

“compassion for their suffering” and should help work to free them and soothe their wounds, he said. 

“This cannot go on,” he said, adding that human trafficking “constitutes a serious violation of human rights 

and is an affront to (victims’) dignity as well as a loss for the world community.” 

“Together we can and we must commit ourselves so they may be freed and this horrible trade can be put to an 

end,” Pope Francis said. 

Human trafficking is a crime against humanity; as we begin the new year, let us keep in our prayers 

those affected by human trafficking and unite in our efforts to support organizations to free victims and 

stop these crimes that threatens the foundational values of our society. 

A Message from Communications                                                                              Katie  
"Let there be light". 
In my last newsletter submission, I highlighted some of the ways we can have more communication with the 
CWL. Since then I have experienced the true value of being able to communicate with others by multiple 
methods. This need was evident to me  as exhibited during the winter storm around Christmas, which included 
extensive power outages. For me, texting and using facebook were the only ways I was able to  keep in touch 
with family, friends, and neighbours in an effort to support each other and keep updated during this time.  
 
Communication during this time for many people also took on a more personal note as some people spent 
extended periods of unplanned time with loved ones, others spent days cuddled by their fireplace, and others 
took in people in need.  
 
Despite the struggles and stresses that the power outage caused so many families, it was amazing to see how 
communities came together in support, even from all across Canada, as people worked so hard to restore power.  
These challenges forced us all  to be reminded of the true meaning of Christmas and the importance of 
providing shelter, warm, and food for those in need.  It was also a humbling reminder of the extreme challenges 
so many homeless children, youth, adults, and elderly struggle everyday. I am warm hearted that our CWL 
support many of these invididauals through charities we donate to. 
 
May we all continue to allow God's light to shine the way for us. Happy New Year! 
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A Message from Education & Health                                                                Jackie  
The Annual St. Jerome’s University & Scarboro Missions 2014 Lecture will take place on Sun. Jan. 19, 
2014,  from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. at 2685 Kingston Rd. (at Brimley Rd.).  The speaker is Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish.  
The topic is      “I Shall Not Hate” – A Journey of Hope through Faith, Tolerance and Courage.  
 
Here is a list of the upcoming C.W.L. contests, awards, scholarships and bursaries.  If you require more 
information on any of these please contact me at jackienich@rogers.com. 
 
Jean McCann Service Award    This award is offered to confirmed Catholic Youth (ages 15-18) who’s life 
reflect gospel values through service to others and involvement in our community.  Submissions for this award 
must be received at the Parish Level by March 7, 2014. 
 
Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contest    This contest is for students in grade 7 and 8.  At the Parish Level 
this contest will take place in February. 
 
Mary Dobell Pro-Life Essay & Poetry Contest   This contest has an intermediate division for grades 7, 8, and 
9: and a senior division for grades 10, 11, and 12.  The essay, or poem, should be a celebration of life. The 
deadline for submissions is March 14, 2014. 
 
St. Michael’s Scholarship of $2000.   This scholarship is open to any young Catholic woman, who is 
completing grade 12, and has indicated on her application to the University of Toronto that St. Michael’s 
College is her first college of choice.  The applicant must be entering the Faculty of Arts and Science in one of 
the following areas of study: Commerce, Computer Science, Humanities and Social Sciences, or Science.  
Applications must be submitted by April 11, 2014. 
 
CWL National Bursary Fund   This fund is available for any CWL member who wishes to apply for financial 
assistance to pursue studies, courses, seminars, workshops and diploma and degree programs in areas such as: 
spiritual growth; adult faith formation; youth ministries; ministry to patients in palliative care; ministry to shut-
ins; parliamentary procedure and literacy tutoring.  Applications must be submitted to the National Office by 
May 31, 2014. 
 
January is Alzheimer Awareness month.  For information or to receive support you may contact the Alzheimer 
Society at 416 322 6560, or www.alzheimertoronto.org. 
 
February is Heart & Stroke month.  Did you know that heart disease is the #1 cause of death in Canada for 
women over 55?  For more info on what puts women at risk for heart disease visit the website www.phac-
aspc.gc.cato. 
 
Book Club Titles January Loving Frank  by Nancy Horan 
   February Lake of the Prairies by Warren Cariou 
For more info contact Justine.  New members are always welcome.   
 
R.I.P  Jean   Died Dec. 23, 2013, in Barrie, Ontario, in her 102nd year  
Jean lived a life of service to her family, her church and her community.  Here is a list of some of her 
involvements: worked with new immigrants through the Women’s Interfaith Council Coalition; Community 
Care Access Centre; chairwoman of the Parkview Centre Board; life member of the C.W.L.; President of St. 
Mary’s C.W.L.; president of the Toronto Diocese C.W.L., and involved with the Barrie Sports Hall of Fame 
Society, which gives out the annual Jean McCann Unsung Hero Award to one local athlete.    She received the 
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Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship in 1974 and the ‘Pro ecclesia et Pontifice” award from the Pope for her 
service to the church.  The C.W.L. honours her each year in bestowing the ‘Jean McCann Service Award’.  
May Jean rest in peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

A Message from Resolution & Legislation                                                           Eileen  
Resolutions play a major part in the League’s work.  Through resolutions we are able to express our views and 
concerns to governments and provide a platform for future legislations. 

Resolutions: ON.12.12 – Prohibit the use of indoor tanning equipment by youth 

Legislative Status Update: On Oct. 9/2013, Bill 30 Skin Cancer Prevention Act (Tanning Beds became law in 
Ontario). Action Plan:  Members are encouraged to educate themselves about the dangers of ultraviolet 
radiation. 

2011.04 – Caffeine in energy Drinks  

Legislative Status Update:  On Oct. 6/2011, the Federal Government announced new measures to provide 
consumers with more information about energy drinks to help ensure Canadian families make informed choices 
regarding these popular beverages.  http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/media/nr-cp/2011/2011-132-eng.php. 
Action Plan:  Members are encouraged to read and know the risks associated with caffeinated products and, 
understand labelling information.  

Points to remember: Please visit the provincial website at www.cwl.on.ca for Resolutions updates. 

A Message from the Chair of St. Joseph’s CWL 60
th

 Anniversary Celebration  Mary  

Past President  
Our 60th Anniversary of Catholic Women’s League service (1953-2013) at St. Joseph’s Parish was a huge 
success. Many thanks for the continued support, of our Spiritual Advisor,  Fr. Francis Folleh and our Pastor, Fr. 
Michal Jurkowski and for the beautiful Mass celebrated with so many of you in attendance. We had a full house 
as many of you also attended the luncheon which followed. There were several highlights including greetings and 
congratulatory certificates from all levels of CWL and our National President,   Mrs. Betty Anne Brown 
Davidson was delighted as she was honoured with the award created in her name. Patricia Sheehan was the 
inaugural recipient of this annual award. Patricia received a certificate, the Nativity Star Pendant and $100.00 to a 
charity of her choice – Rosalie Hall. As well, her name is inscribed on the official “Betty Anne Davidson Award 

of Honour” plaque for 2013. Ladies, on that note, now is the time for you to start thinking about nominating 
someone from our council to receive this prestigious award for 2014. More information on this will be in our 
May/June Newsletter.  
 
At this celebration, Service Pin Awards were also presented to members having achieved, 40 years, 25 years and 
10 years of service. Our National President was pleasantly surprised as she also received her 40 year pin by us, 
her St. Joseph’s CWL Sisters, in the parish where she first became a member. This was a joyous historical 
occasion and wonderful celebration. May Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to guide us as we look forward to 
many more years of service here at St. Joseph’s Parish.  
 
Please go the St. Joseph’s Website www.stjosephs.ch to view many more pictures of our celebration and check 
out the December issue of the online CWL BeLeague from the National Website at www.cwl.ca  and be sure to 
read Betty Anne’s article. 
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President Mary, Patricia, National President 
Betty Anne  and Spiritual Advisor Fr. Francis 
Folleh 

Past Presidents in attendance: Judith, Betty Anne, 
Patricia, Anne, Vilma, Jean, Delma, Eral, Marlene, 
Gloria, Lucia  & Mary  

 

 
Proud members celebrating the 60th Catholic Women’s League of St. Joseph Parish Highland Creek Council 
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Prayers for our Sisters in the League 
For the Deceased  
Eternal Rest, grant unto them and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Our 
condolences to our Sisters in the League who have had a death in their family. 

 

Please Remember 
• Members are encouraged to bring their own mugs to the meetings. 

• Donations of extra blank cards and blank birthday cards are welcomed and appreciated. 

• Donations of your extra Rosaries are welcomed. 

• Milk bags are being collected and passed onto children at St. Brendan's school to be used in the project 
of  making sleeping bags for people in Haiti. Contributions are appreciated.  

 

CWL Items for Purchase 
CWL Blue Scarves $23.00  -   CWL White Name Tags $3.50  -  CWL Insignia Pins $4.00 
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Dates to Remember 
 

JANUARY 
 
January 25 (Saturday)    Scarborough Region Winter event – St. Barnabas Parish – 9:00 am to 3:00 
     pm  All Members are welcome.  
 
FEBRUARY 
 
February 10 (Monday) General Meeting – Rosary 7:10 –Meeting 7:45 pm  
 
February 15 (Saturday) Toronto Diocesan Council – Development Day – Portuguese Cultural 

Centre – 767 Simcoe Road, Bradford, Ontario, M3Z 2A6 – 9:00  - 4:00.  
All members welcome.  Registration is a must and is free to CWL 
Members.  Contact Denise  

 
MARCH 
 
March 1 (Saturday) Lift Jesus Higher Rally 
 
March 4 (Tuesday) Ordinandi Dinner 
 
March 7 (Friday) World Day of Prayer – Egypt – Theme “Streams in the Desert” – Hosting 

Church TBD 
 
March 22 (Saturday) “Catch the Fire” Training Workshop – St. Leo the Great Parish – 130 

Watford St, Brooklin/Whitby – contact Lucia  
 

 
 


