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The Catholic Women’s League 

St. Joseph’s Parish Highland Creek Council 
Chartered:  November 5, 1953 (T071) 

200 Morrish Rd. 

Newsletter for January February 2025 

 
 

 

       St. Joseph Council Executive for the Term of 2024-2025 
Spiritual Advisor - Fr. Francis Folleh Faith – Isabella Fernandez 

President – Mary Kelly Service – Tania Mascarenhas 

Past-President – Therese Baduria 

Vice-President – Raffaela Civello 

Treasurer – Neela Saldanha 

Secretary – Marguerite Civello 

 

 

Social Justice –Nancy Jane Martineau 

 
Spiritual Advisor - Fr. Francis Folleh 
 

Dear Sisters in the League, 

I want to start by wishing you and your families a Blessed Year of 2025.  The year 2025 is a special 

Jubilee for Pilgrims of Hope. This is a time when the church opens up the Holy Doors after 25 years and 

gives everyone the opportunity to visit and go through the Holy Doors if you can. As part of an 

organization and a league in St. Joseph's, we are also called upon to Open our doors of the various 

commitments with the Hope of great things to happen. In order to fully appreciate the Jubilee year of 

Pilgrims of Hope, we have come up with a Pilgrimage to three countries, Italy, Spain and France to visit 

the important places of great historical significance to our Catholic faith during which one will have the 

opportunity to visit the Holy Doors etc. If one is not able to go on pilgrimage far away from home, we are 

also encouraged to be people of hope and to open the doors of our hearts to welcome others and let go of 

the difficulties of the past and look forward to new hope and joy. I pray that the Jubilee year be a blessed 

year for you all in the League. Amen 
 

President - Mary Kelly  
 

 

As we enter our 72
nd

 year as a council, we look back and look forward.  We celebrate our achievements 

and plan activities for our future.   
 

In 2024 we joined the celebration of 170
th

 anniversary of the parish with gift of a new Sunday Lectionary 

and 12 new folding tables for general use in the parish hall.  11 new members joined us but sadly we said 

goodbye to 3 of our members whom God called home.  Our deceased members were remembered with the 

Rosary in the cemetery in May and October.  Indigenous children were remembered with a prayer service 

in September.    
 

Very successful bazaars were held in spring and fall which allowed us to share over $10,000 with charities 

locally, nationally and internationally.   
 

We invited our members and the parish at large to participate in a food drive for our local food bank and 

were overwhelmed by the response.  The food baskets in the narthex are always available for food 

donations.  Speakers at our meetings included a person from the deaf community and a missionary who 

worked in Sudan. Both shared their personal experiences and challenges.   

Celebration is part and parcel of our council which we did in a big way in June with lunch at Mandarin 

restaurant in Pickering and a very enjoyable Pot Luck dinner in December at which 45 members received 

November & December 2008 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cwl+logo&id=549A38AC440B08F16DD2ECA6755BCD83D4CD7766&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=2340088DE1545B792C966CAE76E2561D1B28A4F8&selectedIndex=29
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service awards.  I must mention in particular Joan Kunanec who received her 55 year pin.  We had many 

other celebrations during the year with wonderful and diverse foods from the kitchens of our members.   
 

Our members participate in every ministry and organization in the parish except the Knights of Columbus 

although we do participate in their Coats for Kids program with a generous donation.   

What will 2025 have in store for us?  God willing, we will continue our good works, our charitable giving, 

our prayer and spiritual activities and our celebration of each other in the many activities we will plan 

together.   
 

 

 

Vice-President - Raffaela Civello  
 

Membership Renewal  
 

Your CWL Membership Renewal for 2025 is NOW overdue.  Please complete the Membership form 

which was sent by email; you can also pick one up in the Narthex and return it as soon as possible to any 

of your executive members or the Parish Office. You may also drop it in the collection baskets at any 

Mass. Please be sure to clearly mark your envelope:   “CWL MEMBERSHIP”. If you are writing a 

cheque, please make it payable to: St. Joseph’s CWL. Memberships were due to National by January 

1st, 2025.  The membership continues to be $40.00.  If you are planning on sending an e-transfer 

payment, please send it to stjosephscwlhc@gmail.com Note: Membership 2025 
 

If you have moved, are in the process of moving or have had any change in your contact information, we 

need to have your correct information for our records and for the National Office.  This will ensure you 

receive your copy of The League Magazine. 
 

Wednesday January 15
th

 -CWL Wednesday (virtual)January 15, 2025, 7:00 pm.  Parish Council 

Manual of Policy and Procedures: the how and why. Presenter is Sue Lubowitz.   Registration with Andrea 

Tjioe at: a_tjioe@yahoo.com. 
 

Saturday January 18
th

 – Scarborough Region Winter Event.  Will take place at Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Parish (131 Birchmount Rd) from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. the cost is $5.00, which will be 

reimbursed by the council. Bring your lunch.  Any questions give us a call.  All members are invited to 

attend. 
 

Saturday February 22
nd

  – Toronto Diocesan Council – Development Day.  This year this event will 

take place in person at Nativity of Our Lord Parish 8:30 to 3:00 (480 Rathburn Rd. Etobicoke) The theme 

for this day is:  Strengthened by Knowledge, Guided Through Faith, Supported by Service. 

Detailed information for this day is on the website https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/  If you are 

interested in attending, please e-mail at lucia.vacca@sympatico.ca or call 416-283-3536  There is a cost of 

$20.00 per participants which our Council will cover on your behalf.  It’s part of our membership 

development for our St. Joseph HC members. We will register you.  If you are interested in attending let 

us know before February 7
th

. 
 

Tuesday February 25
th

 – TDC Spring Regional Meeting (virtual) Toronto Diocesan Council and 

Convention Committee reports.  All members are welcome to join this virtual meeting.  Additional 

information will be posted  https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/  
 

Continue to Pray for Good Health for our CWL Sisters and their families.  May Our Lady of Good 

Counsel keep you in her loving care.  If you know of any of our Sisters in the League who is ill, please call 

Raffaela Civello.   
 

 

 

January February 2009 

mailto:stjosephscwlhc@gmail.com
mailto:a_tjioe@yahoo.com
https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/
mailto:lucia.vacca@sympatico.ca
https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/
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For the Deceased  

Pray for our Deceased Sisters and Family Members. 

Eternal rest, grant unto them and let perpetual light shine upon them.  May they rest in peace.  

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Pam Canham 

was our CWL member of 
38 years.  Pam was very 

active at St. Joseph’s 
Choir 11:00 a.m. and was 
a great supporter of the 

Spiritans.  
Passed on December19th 

2024 a private family 
service was held on 

December 21st at St. 
Joseph.  
A mass intention for our 

sister is set for 

Sunday, January 26th at 

7:00 pm. 
May her Soul Rest in Peace 

Dear God, 

We thank you for the wonderful 

memories  

we have of our departed loved ones. 

We are grateful when these 

memories  

bring us happiness and comfort. 

Help us to continue to keep  

the memories of our loved ones 

alive 

by living out the gifts and virtues 

we treasured so much in their lives. 

May our remembrance of them 

in this way help their spirit to live 

on in us, 

and may the virtues contribute to 

building  

your kingdom here on earth. 

Amen. 

(Praying November: Prayers for 

Grieving and Remembering Loved 

Ones – From Living with Christ)  
 

NOTE YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2025 CONVENTIONS 
 

Toronto Diocesan Convention 2025 will be held in Ajax – April 28 -29 

Information will be added to www.cwltoronto.ca soon.  Theme is Be Eucharistic. 

Ontario Provincial Convention – 2025 will be held in London July 6-9 

Information will be added to www.cwl.on.ca  Theme is Rejoice in the Lord always, I say rejoice. 

Sign up here https://cwl.on.ca/ to receive the newsletter delivered right to your inbox each month! (On the 

homepage, scroll down to the “Subscribe to Our Newsletter” section) 

National Convention – 2025 will be held in Toronto - August 10-13 

Information will be added to www.cwl.ca Theme is Here I am Lord; send me. 
 

Secretary -  Marguerite Civello 
 

We will be sharing in each newsletter the “52 Reasons to Talk About the CWL!”  Words from 

our National Sisterhood Map. 
 

16. FUTURE: My Catholic Women’s League is active in the present and looks to the future with enthusiasm. For 

more than 100 years, members have been making a difference nationally and even internationally as a member of 

World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations. The future needs you. 

 

17. GOOD WORKS:  Imagine if you knew the great works done by Catholic Women’s League members.  As 

social justice activities, we pray and work for family, friends and all people to change current issues and make this 

world a better place.  We hope you will join us! 

 

18. GROWTH:  The Catholic Women’s League has grown to become Canada’s largest women’s organization.  Did 

you know it meets with government and has an impact on legislation and policy? Help us continue to grow and 

make a difference. 

  

http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
http://www.cwl.on.ca/
http://www.cwl.ca/
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19. HEALING:  As Catholic Women’s League members, we help to heal injustice through advocacy, illness 

through prayer, hate with love and loneliness with care.  You cannot stay away from the healing process if you are a 

Catholic woman. Join us today! 

 

20. HELP:  The Catholic Women’s League was formed in the early 20
th
 century to help immigrants arriving in 

Canada.  Members continue to help the most vulnerable across the country.  Come and add your helping hands to 

ours. 

 

21. HOPE: Hope is the essence we hold onto during times of adversity and is the beacon of light in the darkness. 

Anyone seeking refuge and hope can find it in the Catholic Women’s League.  Members find hope in one another. 

Join us and be a woman of hope. 
 

Saturday November 16
th

 Bazaar  What an amazing day! 
Thank you to all of you who were present and helped in so many ways to make this Bazaar successful. 
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Our Advent Potluck Dinner and Service Awards – December  
 

We had an abundance of foods and deserts for well over 100 members, husbands and special guests who 

attended this annual event. Collected items for the Good Shepherd and were delivered..  Here are some of 

the pictures 
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Faith - Chair Isabella Fernandez    
 

Let us pray for Pope Francis intentions: 
 

JANUARY:  For the right to an education.  Let us pray for migrants, refugees and those affected by 

war, that their right to an education, which is necessary to build a better world, might always be respected. 
 

FEBRUARY:  For vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  Let us pray that the ecclesial 

community might welcome the desires and doubts of those young people who feel a call to serve Christ’s 

mission in the priesthood and religious life. 

 

The Vatican introduced an anime-style mascot by the 

name of Luce to represent the pilgrims in the 2025 year 

of the Jubilee.  The name Luce which is Italian for Light 

is a blue haired mascot. It is wearing a Rosary around its 

neck and a yellow raincoat to symbolize the journey in 

life. 

The year of the Jubilee began on December 24
th

 2024 in 

the opening of the Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica and 

will continue to January 6, 2026, Solemnity of the 

Epiphany of our Lord.  
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There are 5 doors which are designated for this Jubilee Year.  Here is the schedule of opening these special 

doors in Rome: St. Peter’s Basilica – Dec. 24th, Rebibbia Prison – Dec. 26th, St. Giovanni in Laterano - 

Dec. 30
th

, Santa. Maria Maggiore – Jan 1
st
 and Santo Paolo Fuori le Mura – Jan. 5

th. 
  Enter for 

Forgiveness and Mercy.  
 

Revelation 3:20  says, "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me".  
 

                          Poster and Prayer Card for this Jubilee 2025 

 
 

Week of Christian Unity – January 18-25, 2025 
The theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2025 is based on the text from the Gospel of John:  

‘Do you believe this?’ (John 11:26). The prayers and reflections have been prepared by the brothers and 

sisters of the monastic community of Bose in northern Italy. 
 

Spiritual Bouquets For  2025 Ordinandi – Dinner Tuesday March 18, 2025 
At this time we are asking you to show your support to the soon-to-be-ordained seminarians (Ordinandi) 

by gathering and submitting a collection of Spiritual Bouquets.    A pledge form is enclosed, so please 

pass it around to friends and family for their prayerful commitments.  Remember these are NOT paid 

offerings but prayers and devotions offered by a person in support of the Ordinandi.   Please contact 

Isabella Fernandez at bellabfernandez@gmail.com  
 

Our support for this Annual Spiritual Bouquet offered by CWL members and supporters will be presented 

by Toronto Diocesan Council President, Kate O’Quinn at the Ordinandi Dinner on Tuesday, March 18, 

2025 which will be held at the Pearson Convention Centre – 2638 Steeles Ave. East, Brampton (Airport 

Road and Steeles).  If you wish to attend, please let me know ASAP.  The cost is $100.00 per person.  

Reception is at 5:00 pm.  If you have never been present at one of these dinners, prepare to be moved with 

emotion and gratitude for these men who will be soon ordained priests in 2025.   
 

 

mailto:bellabfernandez@gmail.com
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World Day of Prayer – Friday, March 7th  
Members are invited to join in prayer and action by sharing in this global ecumenical movement led by 

Christian women. The day’s theme, I Made You Wonderful, based on Psalm 139:1-18, reinforces that 

women and girls are “fearfully and wonderfully made” in the image of God.  The hosting parish is St. 

Dunstan’s of Canterbury for our area on Lawson Rd.  Additional information will be sent. 

For more information on Women's Inter-Church Council of Canada go to www.wicc.org   
  

Service - Chair Tania Mascarenhas 
 

Reminder:  Monday February 17
th

 is Family Day! Be sure to spend some quality time with your family.  

 

Good Shepherd Provide-a-Meal Program needs our support.  Casseroles are prepared to feed the 

needy.  Casserole containers and recipe are available in the parish office during business hours. 

Prepare the meal once a month and drop it off in our CWL freezer in the kitchen pantry.  Pickup of these 

casseroles are once a month at 9:30-10:00 a.m.  Here are the dates:  Feb 1, Mar 1, Apr 5, May 3, June 7, 

Sept. 6, Oct 4, Nov 1 & Dec 6.  For additional information call Peter or Annie Alkins (416-283-7420) 
 

St. Michael’s  College  Scholarship  
The Toronto Archdiocesan CWL is accepting applications for St. Michael's College Scholarship 

(University of Toronto). Any young woman completing her secondary education who will be attending St. 

Michael's College as her first choice for post-secondary education may apply.  The Scholarship now 

consists  of  a Bursary of $3000.  Application Deadline is May 31, 2025.  See posters in the Narthex 

Call me for applications and information. 

 

Social Justice - Chair Nancy Jane Martineau 
 

February 8
th

 is the International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking.  Catholics 

around the world are encouraged to participate in prayer services to raise awareness, reflect on the 

experiences of survivors, and support them. 
 

February 8
th

 is also the feast day of St. Josephine Bakhita, who was kidnapped as a child and sold into 

slavery in Sudan and Italy. 
 

-Who in our society are most at risk for Human Trafficking. 

It is individuals who are vulnerable or marginalized that are at the greatest risk of Human Trafficking. 

This includes: Indigenous women and girls; migrants and new immigrants; LGBTQ + persons; persons 

living with disabilities; children in the child welfare system; at-risk youth; and those who are socially or 

economically disadvantaged. 
 

-Canadian Human Trafficking Statistic 

*96% of trafficking victims in Canada are female 

*91% of human trafficking victims in Canada know their trafficker 

*71% of trafficking victims in Canada are under the age of 25 

*31% Friend or Acquaintance 

*31% Spouse, boyfriend, girlfriend, or intimate partner 

*9% Stranger 
 

Trafficking within Canada for the purpose of sexual exploitation is reported to be the most common form 

of modern slavery detected by authorities. 93 percent of identified sex trafficking victims are Canadian 

citizens, not foreign citizens. 
 

-The high concentration of urban areas and the accessibility and large number of land border crossings in 

Ontario may explain the high rates of human trafficking in the province. 

http://www.wicc.org/
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Toronto makes up 20% of all human trafficking incidents in Canada, Ottawa 9%, Halifax and Montreal 

both 6% and London 4%. 
 

-Where do Human Traffickers find their Victims? 

*On transit, bus stations, youth shelters, group homes, malls, or outside of schools. What has increased in 

recent years is approaching victims online. 
 

-How do Traffickers take Control? 

*Luring 

-Gain the victim’s trust by caring for unmet needs. Whether it’s love, money, self-esteem, or even 

supporting their family financially. 

*Grooming 

-Traffickers make false promises, isolate victim from friends and family, pressure victims into providing 

services ie: It will only be this one time to pay rent. 

-blackmail, supply drugs, physical and mental abuse 

*Exploitation 

-Traffickers insert themselves into the centre of victims’ lives and take full control. Victims are often 

slowly pushed into doing things that might be uncomfortable example, accepting work in a remote 

location with little to no information up front. 
 

*Human Traffickers may act alone or as part of a criminal organization such as a gang. 
 

*Warning Signs-Victims of human trafficking may: 

-not be able to explain their circumstances 

-be unaware of the location of their documents (that is passport, identification) 

-unaware of surroundings despite having been in the area for an extended period of time 

-not be able to move or leave their job 

Have tattooing, or branding to indicate ownership 

-from a foreign country and neither speak English nor French and/or not speak on their own behalf 

-have bruises, show signs of abuse and/or malnutrition 

-show evidence of being controlled, intimidated, or afraid 

-frequently moved or accompanied by their trafficker 
 

To report a potential case of human trafficking in Canada, you can call the Canadian Human Trafficking 

Hotline at 1-833-900-1010 

It is essential to educate and equip the community with the knowledge and tools necessary to combat 

trafficking. 

 
FINDING HOPE In the Fight Against Human Trafficking Webinar  

Tuesday, January 21st, 2025 - 7:00 pm (EST) 

To Learn more and Register, click on: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1128195031188487258  
 

Past President & Historian  Therese Baduria 
  

This year (2025) is an Election year for a New Executive to be nominated and elected by November 

2025.  This is the time of personal discernment and evaluation of your personal God given gifts.  Are you 

being called to make a difference in our St. Joseph CWL Council?  Say YES when asked.  If you have any 

questions, give me a call.  The future of our Council will continue with the commitment of members who 

say YES when being called. 

 

 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1128195031188487258
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CWL St. Joseph  BOOK CLUB for 2025  

The following are the books we will be reading in January, February and 

March.  If any of you are interested in joining this group, please call 

Jackie Nicholson at 416-266-4604 

Jan. Homecoming     by Kate Morton  2023 547p. 

Feb. The Choice:  Embrace the Possible  by Edith Eva   2017  288p. 

Mar.  Instructions For A Heat Wave  by Maggie O’Farrel  2013 304p. 
   

General Meetings: 

 Bring a non-perishable food for our St. Joseph Outreach Ministry. 

 If you have cards you no longer wish to keep e.g. Birthday, Sympathy or Blank cards we 
would love to have them. 

 

We encourage all members to become familiar with the following websites: 

www.cwl.ca – National  -  Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/cwlnational  

www.cwl.on.ca  - Provincial    Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca  

www.cwltoronto.ca – Toronto  

go to https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/  for more information of events coming up. 

www.stjosephstoronto.org  - St. Joseph’s Parish  

Follow our St. Joseph Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/cwlstjosephhighlandcreek  
 

In Other News...  

 

Best Wishes to all our Members celebrating their Birthday during the month of January and February.  God 

Bless!  

 

 

 

 

 

January birthdays 

 

 

 

 

February birthdays 
Arleen Miranda 

Frances Riggi 
Angela Bernard 

Lincy George 

Virgilia Pazzano 

Monique  Isidor 

Lisa Scholz 

Leahnette Acuna 

Lovina D’Souza 

Clementina Costa-D'Aguiar 

Bernise Clunas 

Sarah-Jane Martineau 

Evelyn Fleming 

Lorraine Pinto 

Jeannette McLeod-Pao 

 

Mary-Louise Morris 

Elisabeth  Cogger Hills 

Marianne Civello 

Katie Wicik 

Joan Kunanec 

Dianna-Claire Martineau 

Maria  Ricupero 

Colette O’Donnell 

Mary Tuccitto 

Joanne Spencer 

Justine Csenge 

Denise Murrell 

Ana Vista-Siochi 

Eral Zong 

 

  

http://www.cwl.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/cwlnational
http://www.cwl.on.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca
http://www.cwltoronto.ca/
https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/
http://www.stjosephstoronto.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cwlstjosephhighlandcreek
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Dates to Remember 
January 13 (Monday) General Meeting  in the Hall – Rosary 7:00 Meeting 7:30 

p.m. Review the St. Joseph P&P for any amendments from 

the members – need their approval  

January 15 

(Wednesday) 

TDC workshop: How to Prepare a Policy & Procedure 

Manual – Sue Lubowitz 

https://cwltoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/CWL-

Wednesday-Jan.-15-2025-Poster__-1.pdf  

January 18  (Saturday) 

 

Scarborough Region Winter Event -  Immaculate Heart of 

Mary. 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. cost is $5 bring your own lunch  - 

poster was sent any questions call 416-283-3536 

January 18 to 26 Week of Christian Unity – Theme:  Do You Believe this? 

(Faith Chair- look for what is scheduled in our area) 

January 21 (Tuesday) FINDING HOPE In the Fight Against Human Trafficking Webinar 

Tuesday, January 21st, 2025 - 7:00 pm (EST) 

To Learn more and Register, click on: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1128195031188487258 
FEBRUARY  

February 5 (Wednesday) TDC Social Justice (zoom) 7:00-8:30 Joy of Leadership 

Module 2 Strategies to Engage members.  All those who are 

interested – registration is required.  

February 8 (Saturday) International Day of Prayer & Awareness against Human 

Trafficking.   

February 10 (Monday) General Meeting –in the HALL Rosary 7:00 Meeting 7:30  - 

Budget Review and approval for 2025 by the members 

February 17 (Monday) Family Day 

February 22 (Saturday) TDC Development Day – in person will be held at Nativity of Our Lord.  

Parish https://cwltoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2025-

Development-Day-Flyer-and-Info.pdf   All members are invited to 

attend.  Registration is required $20 each.  Our Council will pay for our 

members who wish to attend.  Register with us before February 7
th

 

email lucia.vacca@sympatico.ca or call 416-283-3536 

February 25 (Tuesday) TDC Spring Regional Meeting (virtual) Executive and 

Convention Committee will give reports 7:00 p.m. go to this 

link for additional info.  https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-

events/  
MARCH  

March 7 (Friday) WDOP  St. Dunstan is hosting – all invited 7:30 p.m. 

March 10 (Monday) General Meeting – in the HALL - Rosary 7:00 Meeting 7:30 – 

Proposed Resolutions / Convention Toronto April 28&29 

March 17 (Monday) Bazaar Planning Mtg. 7:30 pm. Room 3 
March 18 (Tuesday)  35

th
 Ordinandi Dinner –5:00 pm. Cost is $100.  Pearson Convention 

Center, 2638 Steeles Ave. East, Brampton; Tel: (905) 494-0444 (north 

west corner of Airport Rd. & Steeles) 

March 29 (Saturday) Lift Jesus Higher Rally – Toronto Convention Centre 

 

https://cwltoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/CWL-Wednesday-Jan.-15-2025-Poster__-1.pdf
https://cwltoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/CWL-Wednesday-Jan.-15-2025-Poster__-1.pdf
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1128195031188487258
https://cwltoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2025-Development-Day-Flyer-and-Info.pdf
https://cwltoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/2025-Development-Day-Flyer-and-Info.pdf
mailto:lucia.vacca@sympatico.ca
https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/
https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/

