The Catholic Women’s League

St. Joseph’s Parish Highland Creek Council
Chartered: November 5, 1953 (T071)
200 Morrish Rd. Toronto, ON M1C 1E8

Newsletter for May June 2025

St. Joseph Council Executive for the Term of 2024-2025

Spiritual Advisor - Fr. Francis Folleh Faith — Isabella Fernandez

President — Raffaela Civello Service — Tania Mascarenhas
Past-President — Therese Baduria Social Justice — Nancy Jane Martineau
Treasurer — Neela Saldanha Membership — Lucia Vacca

Secretary — Marguerite Civello
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Spiritual Advisor - Fr. Francis Folleh

Dear Sisters of the League,

| want to take this opportunity to wish you all a joyful Easter season. | was so happy to see
many of you at the funeral for your sister of the League (Marianne Civello) which was a great
support to the family. The scripture is filled with courageous women who embraced God's plan
for them, even when faced with the most challenging circumstances. Their stories invite you to
step into God's plan for our own lives. This points to the fact that when you work together in
unity there is always the chance of success at the end of every project that is undertaken. As
Jesus is risen from the dead to bring us new life, so we too have to work together to spread that
Good News. | pray that as your 104" Toronto Diocesan Convention was a successful one, may
the 105" National Convention on August 10"to 13" in Toronto be successful as
well. Welcome to the new members that recently joined the League on the feast of Our Lady
of Good Counsel. Remain blessed, Fr. Francis Folleh CSSp

President — Raffaela Civello

In this year of Jubilee 2025 let us join together as Sisters in the Catholic Women’s League
and become Pilgrims of Hope. Not an easy task as we look around us and are bombarded
by the media. We see the effects that Poverty, War, Food Insecurity, Disease and
Pestilence, Economic Crises and so many other challenges have on us, our community, our
country and our planet. Yes, this is today’s reality, but each one of us can make a difference
by getting involved. Each one of us can be a voice, for ourselves and the most vulnerable.
Join — Participate — Be the Change - and proudly shout Here I am Lord, Send ME.
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We welcomed our new members
Paige Protain, Vilma Santos, Nella Lupo, Cecilia
Mendes .and Jean Shillingford *(absent)

| :’& Our Lady of Good Counsel Mass & New

Members Ceremony-
SaturdayApril 26, 2025

It was a beautiful Mass celebrated by our
Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Francis Folleh. We
had a number members and parishioners in
attendance, enjoying each other’s company
at the reception.
A huge Thank You to the choir with
musical accompaniment; thank you to those
who contributed the goodies, and all who
assisted in the setup and clean up.
Thank you to all of you for your continued
support. A heartfelt Thank you to the
Executive team who worked tirelessly to
make this a success.

Sunday June 1% St. Joseph Parish will be having a Parish Ministry Fair

after the 9:00 am and 11:00 am Masses we encourage you to attend with your scarves and
mingle with parishioners who may be interested in joining and learning about the CWL and
what you can do. We will have a table with information handouts for interested.

104™ Annual Toronto Diocesan Council Convention was held on April 28-29, 2025.

Our Council was well represented by 12 of our members. Fr. Francis Folleh concelebrated
in the Mass and joined us for the banquet.
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Membership — Lucia Vacca

Certificate for Membership Increase for 2024 was presented at the Scarborough Regional

Spring Meeting at St. Rose of Lima to St. Joseph Highland Creek Council. Congratulations to us.
Here are the members who were present at this Spring meeting.

< ARBOROUGH
REGION

78th Annual Ontario Provincial Convention - Sunday July 6" — July 9™"

This year’s convention will take place in London. Theme is Here | Am Lord, Send Me Joyfully!!

This is a great opportunity to meet our CWL sisters from a wider circle at the Provincial level. More
information is available at www.cwl.on.ca go to https://cwl.on.ca/conventions/ Please contact Lucia at

416-283-3536 if interested.

To receive the Ontario Provincial Council Newsletter go to www.cwl.on.ca This newsletter will be posted
on the 1% of the month right to your email inbox each month! (On the homepage, scroll down to the

“Subscribe to Our Newsletter” section)

- and Meet the Wozld!

Come to the 105th Annual National Convention
of the Catholic Women's League of Canada.

at the Marriott Downtown

CF Toronto Eaton Centre
525 Bay St.. Toronto

from August 10 - 13, 2025

““Faith Opportunities™*Speakers™
“*Breakout Sessions’"Resolutions™
“"Business Sessions™

Come for friendship and fun.

Registration opens May 1, 2025 at www.cwl.ca
Questions: E-Mail cwlto2o25national@gmail.com

E Included this year on Sunday August 10, 2025:
{ World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations
North American Regional Conference.
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105" Annual National Convention —
2025 will be held in Toronto -

August 10-13

Theme is Here | am Lord; send me. www.cwl.ca or
https://www.cwl.ca/conventions/ to see the
convention details and registration information, as
well as the Toronto website
https://cwltoronto.ca/conventions/

A new National Executive will be elected for the
term 2025-2027 at this convention introducing a
new theme.

Our Council has budgeted to cover the registration
only for our interested members. Must register.
Detail information will be in the Spring League
Magazine.

page 3 of 12


http://www.cwl.on.ca/
https://cwl.on.ca/conventions/
http://www.cwl.on.ca/
http://www.cwl.ca/
https://www.cwl.ca/conventions/
https://cwltoronto.ca/conventions/

Heritage Day June Bazaar

— Saturday June 14th, 2025 ‘ ‘
This annual community event is one of CWL St Joseph Parisi
our two fundraisers which enables us BAZAAR
to support our charities. We need your
help with the various activities to make
this a successful day. Setup for this
event is on Friday, June 13th from
11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. We also need
your help on the Saturday, June 14th
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:0_0 p-m. It is | AT S G
important that YOU participate in any Locafion: ~ SCARBOROUGH
way you can, even if just for a few B R Yo omastorpiiEEEs
hours, so that EVERYONE can enjoy
the festivities of the day. Please join us
and participate in some way in any of
the following areas:

TREASURE SALE,
INTERNATIONAL FOOD
STANDS
LOTS OF VENDORS

4 ! ”)/ﬂ IF YOU WISH TO DONATE, WE NEED: POTTED PLANTS,
< BAKED GOODS AND GENTLY USED HOUSEWARES.
w PLEASE DROP THEM OFF IN THE CHURCH HALL FROM
- 2:00 PM TO 8:00 PM ON FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 2025

, PLEASE CONTACT
LUCIA - 416-283-3536

_G 2
W MARGUERITE - 416-388-6162
Zl C RAFFAELA - 416- 427-9005

Bake Table: We need your contribution of baked goodies and would like to see this table overflowing. So
start baking now! Please drop off your donation of clearly marked, baked goods on Friday, June 13"

Plant Sale: Our plants are the best! If you love plants and have a green thumb you can join us at this table.
We will accept potted plants a few days before or on Friday, June 13™. Drop off is at the back of the Hall
(next to the garage/patio).

Tea Room: Enjoy our selection of foods - hotdogs, sandwiches, drinks, coffee & tea etc. Our famous
strawberry shortcakes might just be available (growing season permitting) ! All this and more at very
reasonable prices. So meet up with a friend and join us for lunch!

Treasures: Your gently used items are someone else’s treasures. We will not accept soiled or broken
items. Please drop off your donation of Treasures on Friday, June 13" between 2:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Raffle: We need your donations of new or good condition items for this table. Looking for spa items, tea
time, refreshments and children’s new games and toys.

Vendors: We have 11 vendors participating in this event, in the hall, just waiting to show off their wares!

International Food Tables: Come out and enjoy the foods from various countries representing the rich
cultural mix of our Parish community, all at reasonable prices.

JOIN IN THE CELEBRATION AND HELP OUT WHERE YOU CAN, IT’'S A GREAT WAY TO
MEET YOUR SISTERS IN THE LEAGUE!
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Calling Committee - Volunteers NEEDED!!

Our Council now has over 210 members and_we need YOU to help in connecting with our members.

This is a great way to be involved and make a connection with our sisters in the League, particularly with
those who don’t often come out to events, or are no longer unable to. You would be required to make only
a few calls once a month to say “Hello” and share with our members, information on upcoming events and
generally let them know we are sisters, looking out for one another. Please call me: Lucia 416-283-3536

Remember...The Catholic Women’s League is a living, breathing call to service and as women of faith,
this is not an “option” - it is who we ARE! Be proud and invite others to join us.
Please contact: lucia.vacca@sympatico.ca or call 416-283-3536

Continue to Pray for Good Health for our CWL Sisters and their families. May Our Lady of Good
Counsel keep you in her loving care. If you know of any of our Sisters in the League who is ill, please call
Lucia.

For the Deceased
Pray for our Deceased Sisters and Family Members.
Eternal rest, grant unto them and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.

IN MEMORIAM Dear God,
We thank you for the wonderful
. . memories
Marianne Civello have of our departed loved ones.
was our CWL member for 22 We are grateful when these
years. Marianne was active in the memories

. . . bring us happiness and comfort.
executive holding positions of Help us to continue to keep the

Communications Chair and amemories of our loved ones alive
Secretary. by living out the gifts and virtues

le treasured so much in their lives.
Passed on Easter Sunday, May our remembrance of them
April 20, 2025 this way help their spirit to live on
in us,
Celebration of Life Mass was and may the virtues contribute to
I | held on April 29" at St. Joseph. _ building
’ your kingdom here on earth.
Y WA mass intention for our sister _ Amen. »
i " . . 'raying November: Prayers for Grieving and
o o\ Marianne is set for :‘membering Loved Ones — From Living with
\ Saturday, September 20 at 5 pm. Christ)
4 May her Soul Rest in Peace

Secretary - Marguerite Civello

We will be sharing in each Newsletter the “52 Reasons to Talk About the CWL!”
Words from our National Sisterhood Map.

27. INSPIRE

Catholic Women’s League members’ passion is to inspire women, to grow in faith, and to witness to the
love of God through ministry and service. Need inspiration or have inspiration to share? We are excited to have
you join us!

28. INTEGRITY
A hallmark of the Catholic Women’s League is integrity. Members stand together in faithfulness,
reliability, honesty and helping others. We are Catholic and Living It! Come stand with us.
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29. LEADERS
The Catholic Women’s League has many programs and workshops that empower women in becoming
confident leaders who journey together to build God’s kingdom in the areas of faith.

30. LOVE
Love is more than a feeling, it’s a decision. It requires practice, focus, patience and faith. Come join the
Catholic Women’s League and share the love.

Faith - Chair Isabella Fernandez

Saturday May 17" — Scarborough Region Jubilee Pilgrimage —this event has been planned
from the Region to visit 3 of the designated Holy Doors Parishes. Beginning with St. Barnabas for
Adoration and Mass at 8:00 am, then to St. Michael’s Cathedral and last stop is at St. Edward the
Confessor. We travel in school buses from St. Barnabas. The cost is $20 per person (by cheque please
made out to CWL Scarborough Region). If anyone is interested to have dinner together at the end of the
day at Mandarin (Eglinton Ave.) cost is at your own expense.. (poster was sent out)

If you are interested please email: Raffaela at civellor@aol.com or call 416.427.9005 deadline for this is

May 11"

Monday May 26" — Rosary in the Cemetery Join us at 7:00 p.m. to recite the Rosary in our St.
Joseph Cemetery for all those buried in this space. Many are our own sisters in the League who served
with dedication and commitment.

Pope Francis — 1936 -2025

Pope Francis was born as Jorge Mario Bergoglio in Buenos
Aires, Argentina on December 17th, 1936. He was the eldest
of 5 children. He was the first Jesuit pope, the first Latin
American. He was ordained to priesthood in 1969 and from
1973 to 1979 he was the Jesuit provincial superiorin
Argentina, later he became the archbishop of Buenos Aires in
1998. He was ordained as Cardinal on February 21, 2001 by
Pope John Paul 11.

Following the resignation of Pope Benedict XV1 on February
28th, 2013, a Papal conclave elected Cardinal Bergoglio as his
successor on March 13th, 2013. He chose Francis as his papal
name in honour of St. Francis of Assisi. He was the head of
the Catholic Church from 2013 until his death on April 21,
2025. He chose the simple path.

Pope Francis believed that the Catholic Church should
be more inclusive, and he welcomed migrants and comforted
outcasts. Pope Francis was noted for his humility, emphasis
on God's mercy, and concern for the poor.

In 2022, he apologized for the Church's role in the cultural
genocide of Canadian  Indigenous  peoples in residential
schools. He didn’t just talk about mercy but embodied it, and
what he leaves behind isn’t just a memory; it’s the kind of life
that makes you want to live differently, more gently, more
boldly, more like him, more like Christ.
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Visitation Ministry

A new ministry has been formed at St.
Joseph Parish. We congratulate these
volunteers. The initiation took place
on Laetare Sunday March 30" at the
11:00 am Mass. Fr. Francis Folleh
together with Fr Arinze Onwuzulike,
and Deacon Vinh Tran, commissioned
a new parish “Visitation Ministry”
with more than ten volunteers. Their
main role is to visit our homebound
parishioners whom we have not seen at
the parish for some time. Let us pray
for all these volunteers, who include
four of our CWL Members: Eral Zong,
Lucy Mak, Leo Shiekh and Monica
Meharchand. Also included in this
ministry is Therese Baduria’s husband
Francis Baduria.

Let us pray for this ministry.

Service - Chair  Tania Mascarenhas
Hoping that by the time you ladies receive this newsletter, you are enjoying some good spring weather!!

During the General meeting in April, | spoke about ‘Small Actions, Big Impact’; about how small
meaningful actions that we can even do during our busy schedules can create small change. The ladies
were then asked to write 2 to 3 cards each with a nice message and decorate it with stickers. These would
then be given to residents at the retirement homes just so that we could bring a little joy to their lives and
show them that they were Iovedvg
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Great gathering and sisterhood building ---- Lovely Hats Ladies - Fun was had by all.
l‘

Canadian Blood Services — Organ Donation

There is a great need for organ and tissue donors in Ontario as more than 4000 Canadians are waiting for a
lifesaving organ transplant. Unfortunately, not everyone in need receives a transplant and in fact more than
250 Canadians die each year waiting for a transplant.

If you do support organ donation, please do consider registering your decision to become an organ and
tissue donor. In Ontario, you can register as an organ and tissue donor through Service Ontario, either
online, in person, or by mail. You must be at least 16 years old to register. Learn more about organ and
tissue donation and join the registry today by visiting: https://www.blood.ca/en/organs-tissues/deceased-
donation/organ-donation-after-death

WCM ViEcA

q .\. ! ST. JOSEPH'S
219 CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE
LENTEN COMMUNITY PROJECT
REQUIRED TOILETRIES ITEMS

«SHAMPOO  «TOOTH PASTE
~BODY WASH « TOOTH BRUSHES
~SOAP - ETC

- - g

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO THE FOOD DRIVE.
“We are very grateful to the CWL, and the KofC, who organized this parish drive, and offered assistance to
our ministry. Our shelves are filling up and allowing us to continue the distribution of food to the needy in our
community. We thank you very much. Your continued support is gratefully appreciated.”

The St. Joseph's Outreach and Refugee Committee

Social Justice - Chair Nancy Jane Martineau

An information night with Toronto Police from 43 Division: Constable Tania Hugo and Constable Bruce
Liu on Frauds and Scams at our Monthly March General Meeting of CWL St. Joseph Highland Creek,
with our green themed attire in honour of St Patrick.

Be careful everyone, scammers are out there to get us all, especially the vulnerable seniors!

Thank you to Nancy Jane Martineau for arranging this informative session.
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Final blessing was given by our Spiritual Advisor, Fr Francis Folleh.

THE CATHOLIC
WOMEN'S LEAGUE
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2025 Resolutions were presented and passed at the 104" Toronto Diocesan Convention April 28-29
TDC 2025.01 Federal Government to Create a Unified Cybercrime Reporting System for All Canadians.
TDC 2025.02 The Federal Government to Follow Through with Formation of a Health Canada Office of

Palliative Care.

12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care May 4™ to 10", 2025.

Please continue to pray for all our brothers and sisters who need or are receiving Palliative Care, as well as
those individuals who are providing care.

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada continues to advocate for the right to receive Palliative Care for
every Canadian. We believe Uniform standards and delivery of Palliative Care is essential to ALL
Canadians. https://www.cwl.ca/l2-hours-of-prayer-for-palliative-care-kit-2025/

May 8" March for Life

The National March for Life, is the largest annual protest on Parliament Hill. The month of May in 1969
was when the first abortion bill was approved. The data shows that in 2023, 25,214 abortions were
reported among women aged 18-24. The data for 2022 shows a total of 91,551 abortions, with 40,908
performed in hospitals and 50,643 at clinics. The highest number of abortions in Canada are performed in
Ontario and Quebec.

May13th WUCWO Annual Day of Prayer - (World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations)

The World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations support those who suffer and who have been
silenced around the world. They also provide educational opportunities, poverty reduction and the
advancement of human rights beginning with the fundamental right of life. The WUCWO has a voice on
the international platform. The WUCWO’s voice speaks about the critical issues that have an impact on
the lives of women internationally and promotes the dignity of every human being.

May 14" Anniversary of Laudato Si’ (on Care for Our Common Home)

Laudato Si is the second encyclical of Pope Francis, subtitled “On Care for Our Common Home”. In it, the
Pope criticizes consumerism and irresponsible economic development; he laments environmental
degradation and global warming, and calls all people of the world to take “swift and unified global
action”. Pope Francis says that instead of viewing humanity as having “dominion” over the earth, we must
see that everything is interconnected and that all creation is a “kind of universal family”. Nature cannot be
seen as something apart from humanity, or merely the place where we live. He says that our, social and
environmental crises are thus one complex crisis that must be solved holistically.
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Tuesday June 3™ 6:00 p.m. - Walking Together with Indigenous Sisters (poster was sent on email)

Past President & Historian  Therese Baduria

St. Joseph’s CWL Nominations/Elections Chair for the New Executive Team 2026-2027

At our April Executive Meeting, our President Raffaela Civello, asked me to be the Chair of the
Nominations & Election Committee for the upcoming Elections and | have gladly accepted. According to
the Elections Procedure, two other experienced members of our Council are to be on this Committee. We
will organize the election of the NEW Executive Team for 2026-2027. Elections will take place at the
November General Meeting/ Elections Night (November 10™). NOW is the time for YOU to be thinking
of serving on our Executive Council.

Nomination forms will be forthcoming in September along with a list of members who are eligible to
stand for Executive positions. At that time, if you are nominated and a committee member calls you, |
urge you to say “YES” and accept the nomination with confidence and joy. At St. Joseph’s we are blessed
with a large membership and if YOU are nominated out of all these wonderful ladies, then someone has
seen a special gift in you. In the meantime, you have the summer to consider, discern and pray. Every
member in our Council has received unique gifts. Won’t you join the next Executive team to give a voice
to the voiceless, and to serve God and Canada. Let it be YOU !

Everyone has been gifted by God

The gifts we have are not the same as the gifts others have.
All gifts are precious, none is greater than another.

All gifts fill a part of God'’s plan for His people

CWL St Joseph BOOK CLUB for 2025

The following are the books we will be reading in May and June. If any
of you are interested in joining this group, please call Jackie Nicholson at
416-266-4604

May: Normal People by Sally Rooney 2019 — 288p.
June: Hello Beautiful by Ana Napolitano 2023 — 387p.

General Meetings:
¢ Bring a non-perishable food for our St. Joseph Outreach Ministry.

e Ifyou have cards you no longer wish to keep e.g. Birthday, Sympathy or Blank cards we
would love to have them.

We encourage all members to become familiar with the following websites:

www.cwl.ca — National - Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cwlnational
www.cwl.on.ca - Provincial Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca
www.cwltoronto.ca — Toronto

go to https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/ for more information of events coming up.
www.stjosephstoronto.org - St. Joseph’s Parish

Follow our St. Joseph Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/cwlstjosephhighlandcreek
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In Other News...

Best Wishes to all our Members celebrating their Birthday during the months of May and June.

God Bless!

May birthdays
Mary Fisico
Leocadia Shiekh
Maureen van Pinxteren
Veronica Baduria
Isabella Fernandez
Kimberli McIntosh
Cecilia Mendes
Lina Civello
Rosemer Enverga
Danielle Giggie
Anne McDonald
Mai Tran
Alice May Billiones
Therese Baduria
Joan Doyle
Clare Gotera
Lucia Vacca
Nenita Cuenca
Juanita Supnet-Parucha
Deborah Di Salle
Grace Beardsworth
Sophia Carter-Hosein
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June birthdays
Jane Taylor
Leela Kinoshita
Elizabeth Fernandes
Elizabeth Ticsay
Margaret Ayres
Maureen McGrath-Corrado
Maria Luz Puno
Eileen D'Souza
Denise Bacon
Vilma D’Souza
Tania Mascarenhas
Costanza De Luca
Joan Impraim
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DATES TO REMEMBER

May 12 (Monday)

General Meeting - in the HALL Rosary 7:00 Meeting 7:30 —
Mother’s Day Meeting — Speaker from CNEWA

May |5 (Thursday)

TDC Webinar on Archives - https://cwltoronto.ca/upcoming-events/ -
registration required

May 17 (Saturday)

Scarborough Region Jubilee Pilgrimage (poster sent with
schedule for this event —school buses) Contact: Raffaela for
info at: civellor@aol.com or 416-427-9005 — deadline May | |

cost is $20 / person (cheques only)

May 26 (Monday)

Rosary in the Cemetery — 7:00 p.m. all are welcome.

JUNE

June | (Sunday)

Ministry Fair at the 9:00 and | [:00 after mass — come and join us —
wear your CWVL scarf to be visible.

June 3 (Tuesday)

Walking together with Indigenous Sisters. Poster sent

June 9 (Monday)

Presentation from Fr. Francis Folleh with his projects from
Serra Leone - all are welcome. Contribution of goodies to
share appreciated.

June 13 (Friday)

Setup for Heritage Day Bazaar 11:00 to 9:00 p.m. Hall

June 14
(Saturday)

Heritage Day June Bazaar - Plants and Treasures Outside All
else inside 9:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m - need tents for outside

June 21 (Saturday)

National Indigenous Day

June 21 (Saturday)

Rosary Webinar of Hope for Healing and Reconciliation-2 p.m.
National event (Poster and information sent by email) www.cwl.ca

June 24 (Tuesday)

Wrap up Meeting for Heritage Bazaar — 7:00 p.m. Board Room 3

June 29 (Sunday)

CWL Luncheon at Mandarin -12:30 p.m. - need to know if
you are interested in attending. Contact: Marguerite 416-
388-6162 to register you.

July 6 -9 Ontario Provincial Convention - London Diocese -www.cwl.on.ca
under Conventions for additional information
August 10 - 13 [05th National Convention — Toronto hosting this convention. Many

of us will be involved in helping at this convention. This convention
will be held at the Marriott Hotel downtown.
525 Bay St. registration is required www.cwl.ca
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